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aſe Hilles , at the foot whereof are moſt of their Cittiesſea- . 
ted, Not having any valleyes ſo large, but that thETituation . 
of theTowne "therein makes it communicate in the paſſion 
ofboththeſe extreames, For as writers well affirme, thatthe \ \ 3 
Hilles «Fppennines are one fourth part of /taly: ſoisitalſode- 
—_— that they and their Spurres , are three fourth parts of 
T aſcany, , 

Itie in length, if you meaſure along the Sea-coaſt, two The lcgrh, 
thouſand five hundred furlonges, which make three hundred 
and ewelue myles: but if you meaſure by the Diameter, accor- 
ding to Prolomey, aſſigning it three Degrees, and forty ſeaurn 
miles to a Degree, then it is ſome hundred fortie andodde 
miles:ifaccording as the ordinarie Roade lies,which is neither \, __ q 
ſormuch abour © by the coaſt , nor ſo dire as by the Diawe- _ 
ter, itis one hundred and ſeauenty miles, And thus doth Le- tis 
ander Albert: the lateſt and exaReſt Surueyour of /talierecon- / \ &l 
cile the authorities of Strabo, Plyny and Prolomey.But allowing \ 
fixtie miles to a Degree,it isin length one hundred and ninetie 
miles, which is now the receaued opinion, +4 — 
It is in breadth, one hundred where leaſt, and in Circuite ſme the © 
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hundred and twentie, or as faccioVherei ſaith , ſeuen hundred - 


Il giro ſuo per quel che firagiona, 

E miſurate ſettecento miglia, 

E Roma qui, [ honor che I mcorona, 
It is limited, Weſt, with the River Magra and Mountaines 
of Lyguria, Eaſt, with _—_ : North with the Mountaines Ap» 
the Sea, 

It confincth South with the Terra di Roma, South-eaſt with 
the Dutchic of Spoleto, Eaſt witth the State of Yrbine, North- 
eaſt with Rewagna, North wittrthe State of Bo/ogna, North» 
welt with Lygmria, Weſt and South-weſtwith the Sea, 

Theſe are the limits ſer downe by Polybixe, Plyny, Pomponing, 
Mela,Solynus, Ptolemy, and all other ancient writers f neither 
are we to inlarge this Countrie ſo farre, as they that affirme the 
T uſcans volſſeſſed all betrwcete the eAdriatich and CMediterra. 
net Seas,from Nola inthe Kingdome of Naples,to theMoun- 
taines Rhety, which js now the Griſon: Countrie, andthey ſa 

are come of the olde T »ſcars, True itis that theſe Twſcans were 
a mightic and powerfull people, ſuchas oftentimes forced the 
Romaine: to create a Dictator ( which butin greatextremities 
they might not doe) to defend themſelves from them : vntill 
the foure hundred and ſcaucath yeare after the foundation of 
Rome, when they were vtterly oucrthrowne atthe Lake of Va- 
dimone, as Livie in his ninth Booke afirmeth Nor did the Ro- 
»aines bring home onely gloric, triumph and ſpoiles, fromthe 
wy any T «ſcans, which argued the greatneſſe of this Nati- 
on : but they brought with them alſo ( which argueththeiran- 


. tiquitie) the habite of their youth, called Pretexta,the roabe of 


their elder age called Toga, the twelue Bundles of Rodades and 
eA ver carried before the Conſuls, called Faſees : the ſeate of 
their Pretors and other Tudges carried vpon wheeles,called Se- 
aes eurnlis, the Rebe of the chiefe Magiſtrate, triumphall orna- 
nients, and many other ſuch eaſignes of ancient greatnefſe and 
Maicſtie; all which were brought thence to Rowe by T argui- 
ins Priſcus : whereof Syluins [talicns in his cigth Booke repor- 
teth, confirmed by Dieni/ſius Alicarnaſſens, From this Nation 
likewiſe whom the Greeke: called Tirrheri of Tmſos their poore 
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/ 


| 
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kind of {ottage, and the Rowaines firſt called Hetrnſci, of their 
religious worſhipping the Gods, did the Rowaines allo bring 
many of thoſe rites and ceremonies, which they afterward vied. 
in theirReligion, 


Stare Tunic, Oy 


As Delphos is called by Prolemey V mbilicus Mundi,theNa- The Scire 


uil ofthe World, ſo may wee ſay of Tuſcame, that it is /1bult 
eu1 [talie : howbeitin a Geomercicall proportion,that is, inthe 
middeſt of the forces of /talre ; hauing on the one fide the State: 
Eccleſiaſtichg,the Kingdome of Napler,and Dutchie of /rbyne: 
and on the other counter-peaſable to theſe, the Sates of /enice, 

Myllan, and Genoa, the Dukedomes of Ferrara , CMamona, 

and Parma, and this State in the middeſR of theÞallance, on 

Which ideſocuer it inclineth, ouerweighing the other, 

This is that which Gwiccardine faith in the very entrance of 
his Hiſtorie, that the wiſdome of Lorenzo Medici, and the fi- 
euation of the State of Florence, Mantenners le coſe d' Italia bi» 
lanciate , vpheld the affaires of /tale, in equall Ballance, On 
which ground alſo Ledewice Zforz.a Duke of Millan laieth his 
foundation, for the reaſon he vſeth inthe third Book of the ſaid 
Hifſtorie : who verie icalous of the enetians greatneſſe,hauing 
now vndertaken the proteion of Piſa, and fearcful withall of 
the Frenches returne into Italy : hee laboureth the Pope and 
King of eAragoy, to enter into a confederation with the Fle+ 
rentines, and to re-inuelt them of Piſa, inferring, that by this 
meanes the French forces might be diverted , which otherwiſe 
with the helpe of this Sate (being ſcatedinthe middeſt of [14+ 
tre) raight eftet matters of preiudicial conſequent toall three; 
io fitly Nands it cither to diſverſe the Con , Or tore» 
inforce their owne, And therefore Guiccardine verie iudicially 
determineth, that it was a powerfull eftate, rather per / oppertu- 
nita del ſito, che per la grandez.2.4 del Domino, by the fitneſle of 
the ſituation, then by the greatnefle of the Dominion, 

But if wee define the middeft of /ra/ie in an Arithmeticall 
proportion, thatis, the center equally diſtant from both 'ex» 
treames,it will appeare to betrue with Plmie and Y arro report, 
confirmed alſo by Leander Alberti, concerning Lage di pie del 


luco, which Tacitns in his firſt Booke calleth Lacus velings . in 
B 2 Sabina 


The Ri- 
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Sabina which they hold to be the middeſt of /talie, 
Concerning the Rivers of worth there be few, of name ma. 
nie : for the [taha» hath a name for every ditch, whereof if wee 
allow them not T-ber, Arne is their chicte : This River was ſo 
named by Herenles Lybicw , whoſe ſurnames were Libarno, 
that is,the Lyon of Lybia:and Myſarre that is, the learned and 
yaliant, for Ar, inthe Arabian ronge ſignihes a Lyon. He was 
the ſonne of Ofyris and [fr, called Jupiter and [nno by the 
Greekes, and grand-: hild of /amws called by the Greekes Ogy. 
#7, and by the Chaldeans and Hebrews Noah: whereupon 
ſtand the Cities of Florence, and Piſa, Serchio which runneth 
by Lucca O mbrone by P:iſioia,T r1ſentio by Prate (biana which 
paſſeth by the vale of eArezzo, and falleth into the eAryor 
Meognone which runneth neere { twita vecebia into the Sea, Fi. 
orewhich deuideth'the great Dukes State and the Popes to. 
wards the T#/car Sea & Pagha which deuides thoſe two ſtates 
towards the Appenyines, over which wepaſle by a bridge built 
by Gregory the 13. in our journie from F/orence to Rome be- 
tweene Rodicofany and Aquapendente that , belonging tothe 
reat Duke :this tothe Pope, Trucitis, that Gwicorardmein 
the fourth Booke of his Hiſtorie.and namely in that part ofthe 
Booke which by order of theinquiſition is left out of all alows 
ed copies, ( becauſe this place, _—_ himſelte were the 
Popes Creature, and'had great charge vnder him, ) yet he fully 
learnedly, and rrucly ſheweth how by little and little, and by 
bad meanes the Church grew to her greatneſle, how ſhe came 
not onely to quit her obed1enceto the Em} ire, but to haue alſo 
apowerand ſtroke inthe confirmation of the Eniperour him- 
Aclte, not onely to make the Po e Gouernovr of Rewe , butto 
mcroach alſo ypon the Territories and Ciries of Remagna, the 
Marquiſate of Ancona, the Dutchie of Spo/etum and Benenen« 
tm,cthe ſuperiority ouer the Kingdome of Naples and the poſe 
ſeſſion of that part of T»ſcanie (now called the Patrimonie of 
$. Peter) hee ] ſay, diuideth the Popes States in this Countrie 
fromcthe reſt of Tuſcany,thusE torminata dt torrent dr Peſeia & 
aul Caſtells di S av Lnirice nel Contade ah Siena da vna banda + | 


- State of "Tuſtanie;"! \. 5 
dull altra dal Mare di ſotto, & dal fume dr Texeverthatisrit is 
livited on the one fide with the River Peſc/a ,/ and the Caſtell 
Saint Duirich in the tertitories-of Siena, andon the other, with 
the River T yber, andthe Tyr1rhine Sea, But Irather tiemy ſelfe 
tothe former limits , for that 'the Paghia is farre beyond Saint 
Dnirich, whether the great Dukes ſtate now-reacheth There 
1$alſo Cecina which riſeth a little aboue the Cittie of Maſſa, 
and fo paſſing _ the Countrey of Valterra fallerh into the 
Sea, wich many ſuch orher , which in England we rather call 
Brookes or Riverets; for of all theſe there are few fit either for 
burthen or Boate in Summer, except the Aro, yethcere often 
times ſcarce water for a Mill, as by their deviſes at #/orence to 
penne it vp appeareth, The reaſons that the waters of this State 
are ſo ſmall, be rwo: the former is, thevislence of their downe= 
fall from the hils, the better is becawie rheirheadsare ſo neare ©» 
tothe Sea, as they canntut haue ſpace to be enlarged by there- 
ceipt of other leſſer Brookes: by which meancs onely all Ri- 
uers grow great, as namely the Kheine and Nanowe , whereof 
this laſt hathfrom his head, which isin the Forreſt Nerato the 
Mare Maggiore, where hepayeth his tribute above two thou+ 
ſand miles , and receaucth into his bed by the way throeſcore 
nauigable Riuers, 


The Lakes in this State ,are neither many nor great, nothing The Lakes \ 


ſo faire or fruitfull as thoſe of Lombardy,namly Lago dr Garda, 
Lago d | ſar, Lago « Come, and Lage Maggiore: the chiefemn 
Tuſcany are thetic, Lago dr Trafſimence vader the Pope, who let= 
reth it out to divers Farmers for ten thouſand Duckers the 
yeare, which hauethe fiſhivg, whereof it is very fruittulland 
yecldeththemalto ne little gaine. The profit which the Duke 
of Ferrararaiſed by the Lake of {omarebie, Who they ſayin 
Venice made thereoſl_yearely foure-ſcore thouſand Duckets, 
\makes his more probable. But eh1s Lake of Traſmene now 
called Laro dr Perngia 1s much more renowned fot thenotobic 
ouerthrow giuen « by Hanniball'to the Remaines, neae' 
wherevnto is that-faire plainecalled of 'rhe bones of the 
tead there ſlaine bythe caſhneſle of - Plaminins.the Coniu'l, 
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us Polybmrin his third booke, Ling in his ewo andtwentith, and 
Plutarcke in the life of Havibalauow , The other memorable 
blow giuenthem (ifit be not here impertinent to remember) 
was that at Came in Prghe, called by Lawie in his ewentieand 
one booke Cammnſinm,where was (laine P.Emilins,the Conlull 
L. Acilins,and L,Farins Bibaculns the Quezſtors, one & twen« 
tic Tribunes ofSouldiers.foureſcore Senators, fortic thouſand 
foote,two thouſand and ſeauen hundred horſe, all Rownaive-, 
and as many Auxiliaries, as P/mtarchin the liues of Hannibal 
and Scipis, and Solinus [talicns in his ninth booke conteſle : 
There are diuers Lakes berweene Piſa and Livoree, but ſmall 
and of no name: There are more not farre from the Citric 
Colle, Lago di Bolſena, called by ancient writers Lacns Y niſres- 
enfiurm, Lago di Baſſanelo anciently called Lacns Vademonins, 


| Where the Remainer viterly ſubdued the T»uſcans, Lago as 


Bracciane, called formerly Lacus Sabbatinus : Lage di Vieeo, 

called by Virgilin his ſeauenth v/Encad, and Sunins [talicas 

in his eight booke Lacws Crmint, of the Mountaine ſo called, 

Randing betweene this Lake and the Cittie of Unerbo, La- 

go outs Roſa, not large but deepe neere Rowe , with tewe 
ers. 

The Plaines are alſo few , (for they before are allowed but 
one fourth part) the chiefe are theſe, That of Florence where- 
in live aboue two hundred thouſand petſons: that neere Arez- 
ze called Ya/' Arno, becauſe the River paſſeth by it, the moſt 
fruitfull ; that of Pi/s the moſt lowe and therefore ſubic&to 
the ouer-flowing of Arno, whereof 1t hath taſted this preſent 
Winter to the Countries great lofle: That ef Lucca cnuironed 
with Hilles, and the Cittie in the middeſt like a center in a cir« 
cle: That of Carfigniana vnder the Dukedome of Ferrara, 
And laſtly the Plaines of Meremma in the State of Siena, the 
moſt large;and whither forthe Wintering of their Cattle they 
are ſentin October from the Mountaines, Ic hath the name 
of Mare the Sea, and: therefore wee may well Engliſh it the 
Marſhes of Siews, it runneth alohg the Sea-coalt almoſt ſea- 
yentic miles in length, betweene the two Pavers Cornu and 
Peſcia, 


Peſcia,not much inhabited with people through the dadneſ 


of the ayre, '\ 
The | veal are, Cinita Vecehia in the Popes State, for Oſtia ThePorts, V 
is onthe other ſide of Tyber Orbrells, Port-ercole, Telamone, _ 
Caſtiglione in the Maremma,howbeit vnder the King of Spaine, | 
asis alſo the Monte eArgentaro and the Port of Piombino, 
The onely Port of worth ynder the great Dukes State, is that 
of Livorne, capable of any Fleet wharſocuer, + | 
Itis rather to be calleda Roadethen a Harborough, and to Livorno or 
bee obſerved that this Sea neither ebbeth nor floweth, Here -'89:90. 
his Highneſle daily buildeth, meaning to make a Citic, the 
walles and fortifications being almoſt finiſhed. It isin forme 
ſrxe ſquare, in circuire a mile | quartets, the length of the 
Curtaine1s two hundred and (ixteene paces, the face of the 
Bulwarke is one hundred thirtic and cight, From the Spwrre 
which is fiftcene paces thicke, ro the Flamhker which is ſo many g 
broade, arecighteene paces. The Diameter of the Piazza is ) 
foure hundred and fiftie , This proportion no doubt ſwarueth 
from the ſtrict rules of fortification, neither can I warrantthe »Y 
relation true by theline;z 1 was forced to paſſe itin haſt, and 
tangnam alind gens, to auoide all iealoufie; whereof I thought 
fir to advertiſe the curious Reader, and to prevent the enuious 
detracter, Here is beſtowed great coſt, being indeed the one» 
ly Keye by which al commodities aretranſported and brought 
in nor onely for the vie of T»ſcanie, buteuenfor the moſt pla- 
ces of /ralre, ſo thatit bringeth in a very great enrate to the 
great Dukes coaffers, as I muſt more particularly and morefit- 
ly aduertiſe hereafier, i 
- » ThePrincesand States interreſſed in Twſcanie aretheſe. The princes 3 
Pope, wha poſſeſicthall from Tiber to Fiere, and ſo o_ P intereſſed. > 
from the Sea to the ridge of the Apernine, which is ſome fourth 11 Tuſcanre, * _ 
part of the whole, The Spanyh King hath the Coaſt of Aſarem» 
»4yand the Ports thereof as is aboue {aid, whereinhe keepeth 
GCarnſon,befides Poutremoty,and one other Fort or two.onthe 
ſide of Lygwria, The Dukedome of Ferrara hath the valley of 


{ arfigniana,The State of Genoa,Serexzana, The State of Ny 
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harh'alt ker'poſſeſſions Herein, The Dukes of Yrbine. Parme, 
and Bracciane have alſocach ofthem a Peece(howbeirmolt of + 
+7 7%: this isin the Churchparr which iscalledrhe Patrimony bf Saint 


Peter) There 18 alſo the Signior di Piombino, the Marqueſſeds 
Maſſa, and other inferiour Princes intereſled in this Countrie 
of another fourth part. $o that there remaineth a Moitie ynder 


| the great Dukes Government, whereof I haue yndertaken to 
give this fuperficiall ſuruey which followeth, 
PP 4, The great This State ,}befides that it is encloſed with the Mountaines 


as with a wall on three. fides , and with the Sea on the fourth, 

and ſo conſequently by ſituation paſſing ſtrong : it hath alſo 

many Caſtes and Fortrefſes,as Rodicofany HMontefalcon, Pelee 
grin, ('barole,S anſabaftiane, Luſignane, Monterifine, Empolt,Cae 
aro,Safa,and divers orhers, tothe number of thirtic wher. 

inis Garriſon more or lefſe : But of others which and rather 

toſhew the manner of fortifications in elder ages,and the force 


of rime by which they are ruined, then for any vic of the time 


preſent, there are aboue three hundred. By which number may 
very probably beeconietturedrheir many and diuers States in 
this Neal circuite im former times:for 2s it appeareth by Hiſto. 
rie,, not enely Florence. Sima, and Piſa (which of late yeares 
werereduced into one Gouernment) but alſo Pritvia, Arezzo, 
Volterra, and almoſt all the Cities now vnder the greatDuke, 
hadeuery one their ſeuerall and diſtin State, Whereupon it 
was necefſarie, each State ſhould have her Cattlesand Fortes 
to'affrontthoſe that confined vpon them. As for thoſe former 
«herein is Garriſen, the moſt of them in the iudgment of men 
experienced, haue their defect cither in theiwforme and manner 


of fortification, which is Al Antica, or in their Piezze which . 


arevery little, and ſo thought vncapable of ſuſhcient number 
to defend them, Bur beſides theſe hee hath in each Citie a Cir. 
cadell, and thereina Garriſon, which are all very moderneand 
ſtrong : the vie of which Peeces are not ſo much for defence of 
the Townes where they be, asto keepe in awful termes the Ci- 
ties themſclues4/ as by the Cittadell at Florence and Fortreſſe of 
Siena appearcth; f 
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rence, the other inthat of Sieve : of the former Rate theſebee- 
the nancs, Florence wereof is an Archbiſhoppricke , his name 
that now is Alexander CMedici: Piſaan Archbiſhopticke alſo, 

his name Carelns Antonins Putemu : Pefboin, Arezxo, Velin: a, 
Cortona, *Burgo ſan Sepolchro, and Monte Pulciane, Of the other 
ſtate are theſe: Siena an Archbiſhopricke his name Aſcamony 
Piccol hnominens, CMontaleins, G wy 668 Chinſ, Soana, Plienza, 
Maſſa and ( vie chriſtened a Citie fiue yeares ſince, Many of 
theſe I ſawnot, and therefore preſume not to ſpeake ofarlarge: 
in the foure chiefeſt Florence, Piſa, Siena and Prſtoin, I (pent 
ſometiine, and hold them worthie of ſome little remembrance 
ct my diſcouſe, before I come to ſpeake of the generallparts of 
this ſtate, | 


Florence is ſeated at the head of a yerie faire valley, anden- x;,, GE 


uironed with high Mountaiaes eſpecially towards Bo/ogna, it 
hath the (trects very long, (treight, large, and faire, paned with 
a bioad ſtone which they call La/lra, ſoas no weather makes 
them foule : it is deautified withmany ſtately Pallaces , which 
haue more del Reale then del Crtadmeſes, as that of the Signice 
ria, that of the Pitts, whereis alwayes the great Dukes Court ! 
that of the Medreithat of the Strrozzt and many others : itis , 

raced with many large P:-4zzes, andin them many Srarwer, 
_ of Brafle, as that of Coſme,the firſt great Duke,and others 
very many and very curious; ſome of Marble , ſome of Alaba- 
ſer: it is diuided with the River Arno, and vpon this foure 
fairc Bridges of Stone to paile from one part of the Citie to 
the other, It is adorned with many faire Monaſteries' and 
Churches, but aboiie all with the moſt magnificent and admi« 
rable Fabrick of the Duomo the meckmnnh of that excellent 
* Architeck Branelleſchi dedicated to Santa Maria del Fiore,and 
is ( they ſay) thetrue Modle of the Church of Santa Sofia in 
Conftantinople, The body ofthis Church fromthe Weſt to the 
(psla is one hundred paces,, the bredth fortie er 


Cupnla is in circuite three hundred paces with a gi gn 


Brafſe on the toppe , wherein wang men may t 
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All the outſide and pauement are of M arble,and the Campanile 
(a ſteeple) without, wherein the fineneſle of the ſtuffe and the 
rareneſſe of the worke are both ſo excellent, as Charles of Aus 
ria ſaid it was pittie, it had nota Mantle to keep it from foule 
weather, Not farre from the Weſt Portaile of the D»ome,is the 
ancient Temple of Marr, roundin forme, and now dedicated 
to$, lobn B-prift : where beſides the excellencieof the ſtuffe & 
workmanſhip; is a very rich Font, and a double leaued Gate of 
fine metall,and finer worke , whereof is not the likein Europe 
hereof writes Vberti: | 

lo vidai molt: lnoght rinehie eari, 

AM alopra twtti mupiacguarl Battiſta, 

(he d' intaplis dimarmo non ſoil pari, 
Theſe and other fuck ornaments have worthily get this Cittie 
the name of Frrenzela befla: which the ſaid Prince of eAnſtria 
well confirmed , who ypon exact view taken of all the graces 
and beautics of this Towne, ſaid ch'ella era vnacitta chenon fi 
dowena moſtrare, ſe non ne giorm ſolenni: that this was a Citie not 
to be ſhewne but vypon holy-daies, The beauty of this Towne 
was the Medins 7 erminns,ypon which the vain-glorious Flee 
rentime grounded the reaſon of his induction, who argued thus: 
My houſe is the faireſt Pallace in all the Strada laga: this the 
faireſt ſtreet in Florence ; this, the faireſt Citicin /raly: rhis, the 
fairelt Countrie of Ewrope : Ergo, my houſe is the faireſt Pallace 
of Ewrope, Much like this argument of 7 hemfocles ; My little 
Boy ouer-rules my m'ther; ſhee goucrnes mc; I command all 
Greece: Ergo my little Boy commands all Greece, 

The walles of this Towne are of rough ſtone,two and thirty 
foote high, notthick, but with a reaſonable Rampart , hercin 
one hundred and fiftie Towers built, a// Artica,andincucuite 
five miles :thereare neither Ditches ofvſe,nor Suburbes at all: ' 
there were of theſe Suburbes vntill the yeare 1 5 28; and th 
almoſt as big as the whole Citie, as Leander Alberti teſtifieth 
art What time they were vtterly rujned, and now no memorie of 
them remaiping. This carrieththe greater credit, for that Bec= 
caceinthe beginning of his Decawerey,, deſcribing the great 

plague 
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»lague of Florence , faith, therediedin 6ne yeare above one 
hundred thouſand perſons: more then arenoww in all the Citie, 
the Suburbes being gone, 
| Vpon the North-weſt of this VVall is a Cittadel! begun in 

the time of eAlexanger Medici firſt Duke, by the motion of 
Cleryent the 7, as inthe laſt Booke of Guiceiardine appeareth, 
The end ef building this Peere, was to bridle the Towne, for 
which vſe itis ſtill manned with a ſtrong Garriſon , and proui- 
_ ded of Powder, ſhot, munition, victuall, and all things neceſ- 

farie. Right againſt this on the South-eaſt of the Citie is the 
Fortreſle of Sax Mmiati,and on the South,the rew Fort which 
{tandeth on the hill right ouer the Great Dukes houſe, bothto 
defend the ſame, as allo to retire into, if need were, with all his 
treaſure , andlaſtly tro commaund the Towne; for which three 
vſes itfitly ſerueth, Wa 

It may here bce obſerued of Florence as allo of moſt of the 

Cities of this State, that feiy or none of them can be ſaid to be 
ſKrong,except either in reſpe of their ſituation among Hilles, 
as Sica and Volterra; orby reaſon of thoſe Cittadels,by which 
they may recouerthe Townes being loſt, as we ſay of Breſcia & 

Bergamo in the ſtate of Venice : Trueitis, thatinthe Venetian 
Dominion yee haue other firong Townes in other reſpeRs; 
ſome by good fortification, good VValles, thicke Rawpars, 
deepe << large Ditches, capable 8nd defenſible Bulwarkes, 
and in a moiſt ſoile, as Trenſ and Lignage ; others are there- , 
fore (trong, becauſe beſides theſe fortificati6s;they are ſo great 
in circuite,as they cinot be beſieged but by amightic Armic,as 
Padoaand Verona: and others by reaſon of their ſiruation vp» 
on the Sea as Corfu whether the Venetian! being Lords of that 
Sea,may a 'wayes ſend ſuccours ypon occaſion, But concerning 
the Cities of Florence, none of them can be ſaid to beRtrong in 
any of thethree laſt reſpets, | by... 

There arefortie foure Pariſh Churches, twelve Priories, ſea- 

uventie ſix Monaſteriers of men and women, and thirtig{eauen 
Hoſpitals. There be religious people of all ſorts 24©00, Jo mae 
ny of others as make the whole number 90000, Inthe Cloiſters 
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13 A Surney of the great Dukes. 
ofthe Church of San Lorenzo is a very faire and beautifull Li- 
brarie, built and furniſhed with Bookes by the Family of CAſe. 
dici: the roofe is of Cedar very curiouſly wrought with knots 
and lowers, and right vnder each knot is the ſame wrought 
with no lefle Art in he pauement, In this Library I told three 
thouſand nine hundred-Bookes very fairely bound in Leather, 
aſter one ſort, all bound to their ſeates, which were in number 
{xtie eight : and, which is the greateſt grace and coſt alſo very 
many of the Bookes were written with the Authours owne 
hands, The'r is alſo at the farther end cf this Libraric one 0+ 
ther of prohibired boskes, which 1 could nor ſce, 

The great Scalc of Florence is the Lyon and Herewles; their 
Armes were in former times'a Fl/owerde Liſe argentin afield 
gules, but vpon the baniſhment of the Gbibelline faction, they 
are altered to the contrary; the Field to the colour of the flow. 
er, and the flower to the colour of the field, Within theſe hun- 
dred yeares hauc beene of this Citie three Popes, /obnand /u- 
lin: HMeatct, Leo, rhetemh,and Clement the DET and Hip. 
polnur Aldebranami called Clement the cight that yet lverh, 
Here have alſo flouriſhed many famous men in matter of lear- 
ning, as Franceſco Guicciarginitor a iudiciall Hiſtoriographer; 
Nicolas Machianelt for a worldly Politician; Michel Angels 
for an excelfent Painter; Perrache and Dante for ſingular Poets; 
and Boecacefor his pleaſant garbe and refining their language, 
and many others, j- 

Hauing gazed yourfill ypon the beauties of this Towne, if 
for varieties ſake, and your bettcr recreation , you will walke * 
abroad into the Villa per ſpaſſo, as the /talian ſaith; you ſhall 
haue there in view, ſo many and ſuch goodlyPallaces, forthe 
ſpace of fixe or ſcauen miles compaſle,as(they ſay)would make 
one other Florence, But aboue all, the great Dukes Pallace of 
Pratelino built by his brother Franceſco, is the moſt admirable, 
not for the Pallace it ſelfe, or mannerof the building;for there 
are manie can match it, if not excel it, But for the exquiſite aud 
rare invention of Water-workes wherein it is excellent, and 
thought to excecde 7 ine/iby Reme, ſo muchin this kind com. 

mended, 
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mended, The houſc it ſelfe is built in forme ofa Romane T,the 

lead of the letter which is the front of the houſe, becing in 
length ſeuenty paces, andthe other part fifty foure:the roomes 
for offices of Court, and lodgings are ſeuenty, whereof theſe 
are all of one bigneſle,forme,and furniture : with three goodly 
Halles richly furniſhed, running along the middeſt of the Pal. 
lace, from theone end to the other, and the one opening into . 
the other, lo as accorting to the winde or ſunne, hee may giue 
his entertainment for the beſt caſe oithem he feaſteth; It is ſea« 
ted betweene wo high Hilles, ypon a third lower then they, 
from which hilles ye deſcend ſome cuarter ofa mile, by a way 
ſet with quick ſet & kept after our Engliſh faſhion, yee mount 
vp to the Terrens of the Fromeby twelue ſaires, yery faire of 
Stone, directly wherevpon, at the head ofa Garden tet round 
with ſtatues ofthe Muſes in a ground {encibly aſcending, is 
ſeen a huge Giant cut out ofthe maine Rock, with al his parts, 
as armes, hands, legges, and feet, ſymmetricall to his Eid 
wherein may [tand a dozen men : init are kept Pigeons ; the 
loouers whereat they come in and out, are his cares; the win. 
dowes which giue light to the roome, are his eyes, Out of his 
mouth falleth into a ve1y faire poole,al thewater that ſerues the 
worke on the other {ide the Pallace, among which are many 
fights yeelding very great content, as Nees Arke withall kinds 
of beaits, Hercnler fighting with a Dragon, Birdes artificially 
"nging, Organs muſically playing, ſhowres of raine plentiſu!. 
ly downe powring, and infinite fort of ſuch deuiſe, more de. 
!:ghtſome to be ſcene, then pleaſant to bee diſcourſed of, Ta 
coaclude, the deuiſe ſo good, the workemanſhip ſo rare, and 
the charge ſo great, asit is {aid conltantly that it colt Duke 
Franceſcothree hundred thouſand Crownes, . 

The great Duke hath another Pallace, ewo miles from Flo. 
rence, called Caſtello, onely for pleaſure, but nor ſo. beautified 
nor fullof water-workes as this of Prate/mo :; ant other diſtant 
10, miles off, called // Poggio [mperrale, more profitable then 
hey both, in forme quadrangular,fifty ſixepaces ſquare;Where 
bel: 


des the pleaſure it yeelds of hunting, it yeeldeth alſo ſum 
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mering and Hay for his Horſes, and keepeth the great Duches 
a dairie ofthree hundred Kine : a commodity worth there. 
mernbring in this ſtate, where in three-ſcore miles are not ſeen 
three. ſcore head of Cattle; not ſo much goodpaſture ground 
(that I ſay)in the whole Countrie. 

I am now before I proceed to the other chiefe Cities, to re+ 
member in a word, how and when the F lorentines came impa-», 
tronized of Giuers other fates of Tuſcany, and what forme of 
oouerment they had in former times, vntill Leo and Clement, 
for I mult there needcs begin, when 1 ſhall come to ſpeake of 
the great Dukes title, 

This Citie of Florence, after many conflits with the olde 
City of Feſule, (whereof now almoſt remaineth no memory, 
but the hilles whereon it Rood) getting the vpper hand, and 
many of that old towne following the fortune ef the winner, 
comming hither to dwell, it grew to beare the name of a great 
andrich City : which till then (euer ſince the time of Syla, by 
whom they ſay it was firſt founded and made a Collony of the 
Romane: )oare rather the name of a Bourough, then otherwiſe, 
And after a combination of theſe two Cities into one Commi. 
nalry,they quartered the Armes of Feſn/e, which were a Moone 
Azure in a field Argent, with thoſe of Florence, being a Flower 
de Liſe, Argent in a field Gules, It was afterward ſubieR to di- 
uers ſackings and ſubuerſions by the Gorhes,Ganles, and Low. 
robards, partaking with other Citics of /taly, in thoſe miſeries 
which theſe Nations inflicted, Infomuchas there was nothing 
remayning ofthetr ancient glory, but ruines and deſolation, & 
what the barbarpus cruelty of ſuch an cnemy could not tyran- - 
nize ypon.In theſe termes Charlerthe great found it, who cau- 
{ed it to be reedified, appointing for the goverment therofrwo 
Conſals,and a Senate of an hundred, After this, they altercd the 
goucrment, conferring it yponten called eAntian Aldermen, 
(a5I takeit)in the yeere 12 54, Shortly after inthe yeere 1287, 
they wan the City of Pr/oja,and abontrhe ſametimethey pur» 
chaſed the liberty of the Emperour Rodolpbe for three: ſcore 


thouſand Duckets:And againe changed their forme of gouer- 
| ment 
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ment to eight Prieri,and a Gonfalonier of Iuſtice, who was to 
hold his place for 2.moneths only.Preſently after they bought 
Arez.20 of Mafline della ſala, for forty thouſand duckets, And 
inthe yeere 1 477. they wanby force olterra, one of the 12, 
firſt Cities of Pſcany,and honoured with the birth of the Poet 
Perſivzs, They got allo Pyſa,& the whole State therof,of whoſe 
reuolt,and recoucry, whatparts taking there was,& what time 
was ſpent,and how many Millions it colt them to be repoſle(- 
ſed thereof, Gnirciardixe very fully diſcourſerh,and were heere 
to tedious to be particularly related, The gouerment ofa Gon. 
falonier was altered by Gnalters Franceſe Duke of Athens, who 
at the Cities requeſt requiring aide, was ſent thither by Robert 
King of Sicilie,& at his firſt comming depoſed the Gonfalonier, 
and Priory,and vſurped himſelfe ; but he was quickly expulſed 
and the former officer reinueſted : till thetime of Pope «aAlex- 
ander the (ixt, whoſe ſon { «ſar wc or duke Valentinors ſought 
to bring in the three baniſhed Medici, Prero, Giouannizand G nie 
liams; Re the Flerentines made Piero Soderinitheir Gone 
falexier perpetuall,as Buonacorſian approucd [talian writer, & 
* Guicciardme in his fift booke doth teſtifie, Theſe alterations 
have been fince the reſtauration of the City by( barles,(which 
notwithſtanding) Guicciardine ib, 1, £41.17, faith, was cpenione 
inueterata benchefalſa, che Carlo [ haneſſe rerd:ficate,an old but 
falſe conieQure, that Chavles did reedifie it: befides thoſe alſo 
which it ſuffered aſterwards, which ſhall more firly be remem- 
bred heereafter, 

From Florence 1 muſt pafſe to the City Piſfoia, ſeated atthe 
other end of this yalley, 20,miles off. Butthe Caſtle of Praty, 
being in the way and commanding the paſſage, I dare not but 
ſalute it; the rather for that I ſpent foure moneths in that 
Towne, 

There are in /ta/y, among T knownot how many thouſands, 
foure principall Caſtles aboue the reſt reputed, as Leander Al- 
bertiin his view of /ta/y diſcourſeth : Bar/erta in Pugh inthe 
kingdome of Naples; Fabriana in Marca Ancemitana,vnderthe 
Race ofthe Church; Crema in Lowbardia,ynder the von 

an 
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and Prato in T»ſcana, vnderthe great Duke, It is heere to be 
obſerued that theſe are called Caftles, not that they bee onely 
Fortreſſes and places bf ſtrengrh,but that they be large rownes 
fortified with wall and Bulwarke, and haue their Territories; 
they onely want Biſhops Scas,wherein they differſrom Cities, 
It tandeth inthe middeſt ofthis Valley vpon the river Fiſen= 
140; it is informe ſex-angular, at each corner a Bulwarke allx 
Modernayery defenſible; the walles in circuite two miles, with 
an olde peeceat the Eaſt built (they ſay) by Frederico Barba 
roſſa, The ((ontade (the Terrritory) of this Towne isin length 
cight miles in breadth foure, in circuite foure &twenty, within 
which compaſſe (with thoſe within the Towne) are fifty nine 
Churches, cight and thirty Menaſteries, and other religious 
houſes, and of all ſorts of peoples hxteene thouſand, whereof 
two thouſand are religious, Hereis (they ſay) the Girdle of our 
Lady brought thither by a Marchant from the Indies, whether 
js was firſt carried by 'S$, Thomas the \Apoſile, a Relike which 
they hold in high eſteeme, keepe with very great care come to 
ſee with great deuotion,& is ſhewed to the people with great 
reverence once ayeere; that is, On our Ladies day in Septemy 
ber, in the time of their Faire, and when is moſt concourſe of 
firangers. There came that day in deuotion (to ſee me, not the 
Girdle)rwo Engliſh Gentlemen my friends; we obſerued (ifit 
be not imppertinent here to remember)that there were in view - 
ypon the Market place of people at the ſhewing of this Relike, 
about _—— or twenty thouſand , whereot we iudged one 
halfe ro haue hats of Straw,and one fourth part to be bare leg-" 
ged; that we know all is not goldin /taly: though many Tra- 
uellers gazing onely on the. beauty of their Cities, and the 
painted ſurface oftheir houſes, thinke it the onely Paradize of 
Europe. But if they would with me, 
ſordidarura 
At g, bumiles imtrare caſas & viſere gentem : 
they would ſurely grant, that pouerty and famine had not a 
greater kingdome in thoſe Countries, whereLraſmſtarued his 
Army, then they haue heere, But no maruell though Prars bee 
poore 


ore being ſo vniuſtly and cruelly ſacked in the I5r2, 
b& the Spaniards vnder the conduct of Reywoude Vardens for 
want of pay which the Florentines ought him and. his Souldi. 
ers : Who moſt my gauerhe ſacking of this pretty (and then 
rich) towne,to the barbarous inſolency of the proud Spaniard, 
and came themſelues with bagges of Crownes to purchaſe the 
lands of the pooreharmeleſle Pratef, wherwith they were for- 
ced to redeeme their liberty, after the raujſhing of their wiues, 
Killing oftheir children, robbing their ſhops and houſes, and 
other ſuch inſolent out-rages ; whereof Guicciard,lib 11,com- 
plaineth, that from their auarice, luſt, and cruelty, nothing 
was ſafe, And Buonacorſiſaith, thatthey ſpared neither virgin, 
infant,ner church,& P aulus [onins aſfirmeth, that the Spaniſh 
cruelty in this ſacke of Prate did far exceede that ofthe Dt cb 
and French,atthe ſacke of Breſcia, ſo niuch deteſted, Hence is it 
that at this day the name of Spaniard 1s there moſt odious, for 
among all other names of infamy and reproch, when th 
haue called one Po/trone, fur fante, Maxigelde,Trad:toregand all 


that naught is, they ende alwaies in this Spag»eo/o intending(it . 


ſhauld ſceme) that there is not a worſe name vnder the ſunne, 
Bur leauing them expoſtulating this iniurie of the Florew- 


tines, and bewailing their owae miſcries, I will proceedto the Piſtoia, 


City of Piftoia, 

It is ſeated atthe Weſt end of the Valley, in circuite two 
miles and a halfe,the walles old and mich batt by Defiderivu 
king ofthe Lombard: : Howbeit the Bulwarkes are very mo- 


F* derne and ſtrong, with a Cittadell built by Duke Freneeſco,and | 


manned with a ſufficient garriſon to keepe the rowne in awe, 
This Towne is called of Cate and Pliny, Piſteriam ; and of 
/ Ptolemey,Piftoria quaſi Peftoria(ſaith one)ofthe peſtilence thar 
| there raigned among the ſouldiers, which remained of Carrme 
Campeatter he was ouerthrowne, who (ſay they)was the firſt 
builder thereof,Others will haue it called of aig; and 5;os, that 
is the faithfull Territorie, Others becauſe it is the doore of the 
Mountaines which the words alſo ſignifie, for from hence is 


away to paſſe through the +: Win into France t by ma_ 
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3 AM Suraey of the great Dukes, 
the Froveb forces paſſed into Twſeary, and ſotto Npler, inthe 
time of Charles the cight, as by the hiſtorie appeareth, All 
which are cither falſe conie ures and carry no correſponden- 
cie of truth with hiſtory, or at leaſt are id!e ſuppoſitions, and 
carry with them no matter of import, For what reaſop is there 
that the Grecians ſhould giue names to towns in Tſcany,who 
neuer came ouer the riuer Tewer ? orthar they ſhou!d chriſten 
this and no other? or that a Remare ſhould be the Father, and 
a Greoke the Godfather; but were it ſo, itlittle importerh, ad 
therfore T haue purpoſely attoided theſe fruitlefle etymologies: 
elſe could T haue ſaid '6; , that Florence was called cither 
( Flnzntia) becauſe it ands between the two waters Mognene 
and eArne, or (Fiorentia) of Fiore a flower, becauſe it 1s the 
flower and beauty of /te/y : or (Firenze) which Giambelare one 
of their writers deriues from a Ca/deyword, and fignifics (hee 
faith)a valiant Souldier; as whe would ſay the Florentines were 
ſuch : which I haue not yet read, and 1 atn ſure, they of Suns 
will not confefſe: who will not let to bragge how often they 
hane beaten themin the field, Indecd I well remember, chat 
writers pive them the attribure of /ngenions & wiſe). as natnely 
Marcievall mhis Florentine hiſtory, & Guicciardime inthe ye- 
ry beginning othis booke, Cart,2 Howbeit I could cafily con= 
diſcend to the opinionof /mbalta French commander, who 
younger experience, Gueriardme hb,s, cart,1 44. Non ſapena 
one conſiſteſſe, lmgegne tanto celebrate de Frorentini could not 
finde'where that great witte of theirs laye, So likewiſe theſeay 
word.founders will have their Citic eArezzo to be ſo old, as 
that it was built, when for want of a fit name, they were faine 
tocall it (Eerth)forſo in the Hebrew tongue it Ggnifieth, Bur 
ſcein g that Tully & Vavro call it ( Aretium )and not ( Arez.ium) 
me thinkes they might berterderiue it from CAar:(which the 
word well bearcth) for I am well afſured, that hiſtorie makes 
the «Arrettiwerand their neighbours the Peragians, fatre bet- 
ter Souldiers then the Florentmer, AB 
But I will not overcharge this ſhort diſcourſe with derius- 
tions, | bed rather leauecthem with the capricious Antiquaries 
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of Twſcanie, and returning to Piſtoia, fay:that thoughir be very 

lictle,ic is very rich, as hauing a (aut ads full of oyle aud winez 
inſomuch as itis ſaid, they preſſe yearely one hundred thouſand 
Barrels of Wine, whey they {end the one halte to Florence, 
of which the great Duke hath (gabef) a cultome one Guilie, 
(\ix-pence ſterling) for every Barrell, at the enterie into eueric 
Citie gate, beſides the tenth levied vpon it before, and an im- 
poſition after ypon every tauerne, as fhall more ficlyinthe diſ< 
courſe of his entrate be advertiſed, 

This Towne is famous, or rather infamous , for the two fac- 
tions of the Bianchi and Nerey , which ruined themſclues, and 
troubled the peace of Florence alſo: itbegan thus, Two yong 
Gentlemen of the Towne falling out, and ſo proceeding from 
words to blowes, it chanced one of them recciued alight burr, 
The father of the other (becauſe he would kill all motions to a 
farther quarrel!) ſends his Sonne to aske pardon of the Father 
and Parentage of the other whom he had hurt ; but he cauſing 
his ſeru2ots to Jay hold on biun, commaunded his right hand to 
be cut off, and {ent him away with this anſwere, a daltwo Pas 
dre & digi, che le ſerite non f, EKrano con parole ma col ferre; Goe 
to thy father andrel! him, hurts are not cured with wordes, but 
withthe ſword, Hereupon grew that great and bloudie enmi- 
tie betweene thoſe two bouſts, which rew into itall the great 
families of Pstoia, as alſothem of Florence, where the Donati 
banded with the Neri, andthe ("irchi, with che Bianchi, Since 
which faQion, there hath alſo another riſen uo lefſe dangerous 
thenthe former betweene the (ancilher; and the Parzaa:st, 
ſcarſe yer ſocompoſed, butthat ypon cuery ſanall occaſion it 
is readie to breake out, 

This Towne pretcndeth to be much priviledged aboue all 
other Citi-s vnder the great Duke, for arthe time when they 
yeelded to the State of Florence, it was among other Capitu!a» 
cons concludeGthat in any Bands (Proclaination) whatiocuer 
except the Citicand Contade of Piffoia were expreſicly named, 
it was to be vnderſtood exemptand freed from the ſame, which 
indeed is il obſerued,howbeit by ſc is taken ucues to Kee 
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Lucca, 


A Suruey of the great Dwkes 
that clauſe out : ſo that 1 ſce ſmall reaſon they haue to bragge 
fo much thereof: Thepeoplein and without the Cirie are 

ſed fixtic foure thouſand : the Religious are much about the 
rate of them in Prato an cight part, 

I cannot paſſe the dire way from hence to Prſa, whether 
the courſe of this diſcourle direRts me, vnleſſe I paſſe vnder the 
walles of Lucca : which being no part ofthis Stare I know not 
how I may ſpeake of; that haue vndertaken to write of nothing 
elſe : and yet paſſing ſo neare, I know not howto auoide ſome 
mention hereof that am likewiſe to advertiſe of what I haue 
ſcenc. Wherefore betweene a doubt! which is a lefle fault, to 
digreſſe in my narration, or bee diuerted out of my way, I will 
fpeak ſo little,as if it be a fault to digrefſe,ir may be excuſed, be- 
cauſe this little nothing, and if it be a fault rowvrite ſo little,ir 
may be anſwered I durſt not digrefle. 

The Citie of Lneca was anciently called Freda, and after- 
wardes being rhe firſt of rhe twelue old Cities of T »ſcanie,that 
reccined the Chriſtian faith & light of rhe Goſpell, tt changed 
the name of Lucca, a Lice, herewith accorderh FaccioV berti; 

Ma perche alluntinata della fede 

Fu pria, ch' altra { ittade di Tuſcana, 

C angu ſme nome, e Luccale ſe diede. 
It is ſeated (as is before ſa1d) like a Center in a Circumference, 
ih the middeſt ofa faire and pleſant valley,enuironed with waſt 
and huge Mountaines : The walles in circuite rwo miles, are of 
Bricke very new, ftrengthned with a very thick Rampart, and 
fortified a!la moderne,wich very many and defenfible Bulwarks, 
Infomuch as itisthought, that when the Bulwarke that is now 
in making atthe North-weſt of the Towne is finiſhed , with 
one other at the Eaſt whichis alreadiepurpoſed,and the Terra. 
preno (Rampart) of this Eaſt-fide made anſwerable ts thereſt, 
Which is alto mtended , it hall then haue in all, eleven Bul- 
warkes, and will without exception be one of the beſt fortified 


rownes in /taly, They keep in the rowne a garriſpn continually 
of three hundred Souidiers, and areable ( they ſay) ro drawe 
into their Citie avewo dayes warning our of their owne Terri- 
torie, thirtie thouſand able men fork 


exuice; for which number 
they 


Stareof Tuſcanie: 21 
they have prouifion of armes, viduals, and all things neceſſary 

on occa(ion. I was in their Granaries, where ſaw, as 
credibly rated it of Wheate, Kie, Beanes,and Cheſtnut Meale 
the quantity of ſixe hundred thouſand Staies, which of our 
meature maketh about fifty thouſand quarters, beſides ſo much 
more kept-1m diners Conuents and Monaſteries of the towne, 
which they call their Prowiſene d Abondanza (ttore) Al which 
prouiſion is able(in caſe of aSiege) to maintaine the Citie for 
two yeeres, at the number of three. ſcore thonſand people, al- 
lowing ewelue Staics a manthe.yeere; a proportion in thoſe 
parts, and (uch caſes very large, The reaſons of theſe fortifica- 
tions, garriſons, and prouiſions, which they make, is the icalous 
feare they have of the great Duke, of w all their Stare, 
which is ſomewaics fifty miles in lengthis cuery way enuiro« 
ned, whoſe greatneſle is nothing pleaſing to the[,ucebeſs, nei- 
ther can they well digeſt that his title(4: T oc ana) and therefore 
the Sygnoria of this State ſending letters of congratulation 
(ehey lay) butit is more probable, about ſome. other their af- 

aires to Coſmo Medici, preſently after his creation of great 
Duke,they (tiled their letters thus, AZ 71{1m® er eccellmne princi. 
pi ( oſmo Medic: gran Duca (in) Tuſcana, To which garbroof 
theirs the /ralev rime alſo alluceth, which ſaith thus ; 
SU Duca hanfſe Lucca eSerexzana, 
Sarebbe il gran Duca (4!) T uſcana, 

Implying that it 1s no reaſon, he ſhould be entitled great Duke- 
of the whole, hauing no more but the onehalfe, But howſocuer - 
thistowne ſtand prowiHt as it braggeth, andare able to keepe 
him out of themſclues two or three yeeres together, more then 
probable ir 1s,that the feare of the Spaniſh King,to whoſe pro» 
reion 1tis recommended, doth curbe his defirein atrempting 
the ation, watching over this prety State with an ambitious 
and couetous cie,come Lo Sparauiere alla quagha,as the Hauke 
ouer the Quaile, hoping one day for an epportunity, 

Iam now by order leauing Lucca to looke to her ſelfe, to 
paſſe the Mount Sem [miian, and arriue at P1ſa; a City in for- 
mer times yery populous 2g any it —_— ſo diſpeopled 
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22 A Suruty of the great Dukes 
as there are not iudged aboue foureteene thouſand perſons, 
though in circuite it be little lefſe then Florence :the Walles for 


the moſt part are of Bricke,but in ſome places of ſquare Stone, ,- 


the Ramparts convenient, the Bulwarkes not mary nor corre- 
ſpondent : the peecc of chiefeſt import 18 the Caſtle vpon the 
South-weſt of the towne, wherein is a garriſon of fifty, with 

munition and other neceſſarics, forthe vie as is abouclaid of 
keeping the Ciry in awe, The ſcite heereofis 1n a plaine vpon 

the Riuer Arze, which paſſerh through the middeſt therof with 

one bridge onely, and fallerh into the Sea, ſome (ixe miles be. 

lowe ; whereby it appearerh that the land hath lately gotten 

much vpon the Sea on this coaſt, as wee finde in divers ou 
ypon our coalt in Eeland, for that in rhe time of Srrabs he ree 
porterh, it was buttwenty furlongs off, which is ewo miles and 
a halſe diſtant fromthe Sea, 

Out of this River is cut a Ditch from this Towne to Linorno, 
fifteenc miles long, for the more conuenient carriage of ſuch 
wares as arriuc inthat Roade, and arethence conueied by Wae 
ter from Piſa vp'to Florence; and io by land into other places 
of Tuſcany, Remagna, Lombardia.and Rowe allo, The Boates 
wherein theſe wares are carried are but (mall, in number be. 
eweene fixe and ſcuen hundred, which our Engliſh Marchants 
Burlando (gibing) call the great Dukes flcete, The nature of 
this plaine is for the moſt part mariſh, though in times paſt ir 
was fit either for paſture or tillage,as by the commodity there» = 
out reaped for the maintenance of the citie appeareth by Gm:e« 
ciard, But fince that the Citie being conquered by the Floren« 
tines, and moſt of the ancient P1/ani departed, ſome into Sictn 
lia, other into Sardegna, Corſica, and = places, preferring a 
voluntary baniſhment, before aforced ſubicRion ; the Towne 
hath beene ſo deſolate as there haue not beene people ſufficie 
entto maintaine this plaine againſt the fury of Ar#o, whereby 
it hath beene much waſted, 8s hath partly beene ſaid, 

There are,beſides the commodity of the ſeag, lying between 
Florence and Linerne, three other cauſes that this City is fre- 
quented, otherwiſe it would be yery deſolate, The firſt is vg 
clpee 


State of Tuſcanie; 


here borne, beareth an extraordinarie affeQtion to the place, as 
by his often comming and long tarrying appeareth, Another js, 
forthar it is the place where properly the order of Saint Srephen 
is reſident : where the Knights of this order have their Pallace, 
Officers and other dependances, The laſt, for that there is a 
ſtudie as they call itin /eahe (a Vniuerſitie) erected by Coſmve, 
and is reaſonably frequented, 

Inthis Towne among many other Churches and Monaſte. 
ries, is that excellent Fabrick of the Battiſerio,built (they ſay) 
in fourteene dayes 2 It Randeth hard at the Weſt-end of the 
Duomo, which for the beautic thereof might have compared 
With that of Sena ſo much commended, had itnot by miſhap 
beene burned inthe yeare 1595, in Oftober; it isnow inthe 
repairing at the great Dukes charges: Howbeit in liew hereof, 
he hath raiſed the price of his Salt fiue 2watrin in the pound, 
thronghourthis State for the ſpace of ten yeares: and it is to be 
thonght (by examples too many of like nature in other places) 
that,being once granted, it ſhall not then bee ended, On the 
North of this Church is the (amps Santo, asthey callir;, their 
Gelgotha or placecf buriall, the earth whereof was brought in 
hip: from the Terra ſanta, as their Hiſtories record : & as they 
afhirme, the dead conſume there in foure and twentic houres, 
Nor farre from this place is an olde ruinous Tower , called by 
them (Torre dr fame ) in memorie of the mercileſle crueltie of 
Raggerorthe Archbiſhop, who vpon ſuſpition of treaſon im» 
mured thercin{ o»te-HugolinoaNoble Prſano , and his foure 
children,cauſing them to be ſlarued: of whom Dante the Poet 
in his 3 3. Chipter d:{{ inferno, verie elegantly diſcourſeth, fai- 
' ning,that there for a torment due to ſuch a fact, the Connre tireth 
ypo:3 the Biſhops-head with a never ſatisfied greedineſſe. Here 
is alſoan Arſenall , whereinthe Duke hath two or three of his 
Galleys in mending,but no new in the making,nenher Artilles 
rie or any thing elſe worth the remembrance, Heere the great 
Duke hath a Pallace, but ſoill contrived, and ſo vnworthiethe 


preſence of ſo greata Prince, asit is ſaid , the deuiſer thereof 
looking 


33 
eſpectall fauour of the Prince himſelfe , who becauſe hee was 
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looking for greatpraiſe ar the Dukes hands for his rare plot, 
and finding after Gor it diſliked his Highnefle, in a melancho+ 
\ hora threw himſelfe into the eArno;hee hath alſo ano- 
ther leſſer houſe lately built, wherein are many ſmall Statues of 
Marble and Metrall , many Medalles and Pictures, ſome pain. 
ted, others of Feathers very exquiſitely artificiall, Beſides pee- 
ces of Vre vntried both of Gold and Siluer, Corall vnpoliſhed, 
whereof ye ſhal ſee ſome growe vpon the Sculles of dead-men, 
with infinite ſuch like, more __ ull to bee ſeene, then 
needfull to bee related of, Vnto this building is adioyning a 
Garden of Simples, not much inferiour to that of Padea : Burt 
the thing of beſt vſe and greateſt coſt, and therefore vnfitteſt to 
bee forgotten, is a Conduit of water vpon Arches into the 
Os. 99 20. Valderaleifive mile of, wherewith the better part 
of the Citic is ſerued, Other buildings Iremcmber not, worth 
the remembring; except the (ampeanrile, which Architeure 
hath this variecic, that the top thereof, by a line perpendicular- 
ly downe-falling tothe ground , ſheweth thatit is prominent 
or hanging ouer the Bats ten or twelue foot by the ſquare, As 
for the Cirie it ſelfe, ir is the greater halfe yoide, whereinisno- 
thing but Gardens ofhearbes and rootes; the houſes that there 
be, arefor the moſtpart ſoolde and ruinous, as that the great 
Duke Ifath lately given commandement, that euery one accor- 
ding to his abilitie, ſhould either build new, or at the leaſt re= 
pairc and trim them onthe out-lides for the better grace of the 
Towne. So vnlike 1s Prſato itſelfe; which in former times was 
able to wage batraile at Land withthe Florentinergar Sea with 
the Geneoſe;yea and with Venice allo: And before inzs CON= 
quer Serdigna, tooucrcome the King of Carthage, and brin 
him priſoner to Rome , torecouer Palermo in Sicile from the 
Sarazen:,to afſiftthe French with a mighty Nauy in their voy- 
age tothe holy Land; to ſend fortie ſhips ro the recouery of A- 
lexanaria,tor Almerich King of lersſalem,to aide the Emperor 
Predericke B arbaroſſa againſt the ſtate of Mmllen;belides many 
othertheir famous and vitorious conqueſts ; whereupon one 
ſaith : Erat Piſa alters Rona, frimms Troes,fuit [inn nune Jae! 
vb 
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vbi Tr9i4 fait, | 

To ſpeake of the divers gouernments of this Towne,and the 
many alcerations it hath ſuffered, were a diſcorrle, though noe 
altogether ncedleſic or impertinent, yet ſo large or rather tedi. 
ous,as would be altogether diſproportionat to my former bres 
uitie ; I will leaue it Perefore altogether vntouched, and goe 
forward my Iourney to Siena, 

This Citie challengeth the title of much Antiquitie, bein 
built by Saneſivs the Bn of Remwe, Rommnlys his beckons whe 
may ſceme to carry ſome matter of truth, for that the Armes 
of the Citieis a Wolfe, with two Infants ſucking vpon her : 
which Armes are to bee (cence in diuers places of] the Towne 
both in Matble and Merttall, It is called by Pliny, Colonia Se- 
nexſcr,and by T acitms in the 20, booke of his Hiſtory, but whe- 
ther it was built by Saveſins,or theGalli Senones that went with 
Brennus into Italy, Tleauc indifferent to the Reader : this laſt is 
allcaged out of Pro/omies Tables, though I ratherſubſcribe to 
the former. It is ſcared vponthe tops of divers ſmall hils, very 
neerely mecting together, which with their declinings makes 
the Situation very vneuen, and ſuch as I haue not elſe-where 
ſcene: by reaſen whereof it is iudged infinitly Rrong, as not 
hauing any commanding hull necre, whereby it might be pre. 
iudiced, nor ar”: way by whichforces may be brought before 
it; ſauc onely at the two gates towards Rome and F/orence:and 
yet there ſo narrow, as there cannot poſſibly come aboue ten 
Souldiers alla filatainrancke. Sorthat as Livorne is the key by 
which all forces muſt paſſe, that by Sea would approach Fle- 
rence, (0 is Sienathe Porte or gate by which they muſt enter, 
that either from Naples or the Churches ace would come to 
annoic it, For from '- way of Remagna or Bologna,ther is very 
hard paſſage for an Armie, ſo ſharpe and inacceſſible are the. 
mountaines, which beeing well confidered by Coſmo (then 
Duke) of Florence, no maruell though he neuer reſted till hee 
had got the towne and whole Rate of Siena into bis hands, 

The meanes thus; The Citie abour forty fiue yeeres ſince, 


being beſieged by the forces ofthe Pope, Charles the fift, and 
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" A Suruey of the great Dukes. 
C: [20 Duke of Fl2rrnce,rendred it ſelfe at length tothe Empe. 
rour, aud receaucd a garriſon of Spaniards, but keeping (till 
their manner of goucrment which they before vied, The Eme 


perour by eat neſt ſolicitation ofthe D, 4' eAlza, in whom the 


Duke of Florence his purſe(they ſay)had got him great intereſt, 
was content to render it into the Duke of Florence his pofleſſi. 
on, for certainc ſummes of money tobe paid, beſides a yearely 
rent, with azecognition that it was holden of him, and certaine 
other couenants, which ſome ſay were neuer performed, as alſo 
that this contract was made withoutthe conſent of Philp kin 

of Spainerhat now is, whereof were not his hands full of aCti- 
ons in other places, it is thought ſome ſtirre might ariſe.So that 
Coſme de' Medicithe ſecond Duke of Florence vnited that ſtate 
with this of Siena, which is by eſtimation bigger then the Nate 
of Millan,and the moſt fruitetall part of all Tuſcany, Wherevp- 
on he altered his Stile which before was Dux Floremie,and in- 
tituled himſelte Dux Florentia if Senarnm, 

Tne ornaments of ſpeciall note in this towne arethree:The 
firſt is the Dome, no great buta faire and rich Fabrick, all the 
outſide of Marble, ſo isthe Pauement,the roofe guilt;& at the 
foote thereof, are very curiouſly cut in ſtone and guilded, alſo 
all che Popes fromthe firlt till within theſe eighty yeares, The 
ſecond is the Ciſterne,a place, whereout of the Rocke loweth 
aboundance of waters, and hauctheir Ceſternes and Pooles 
very well cut of Stone to receaue the ſame, Thelaſt is the Pi- 
az4,onc hundred and fixtiepaces in length,and one hundred 
and ten in breadth, very ſteepely deſcending, At the head here- 
of is a very faire Fountaine,and at the foote is the Pallace of the 
S1gnoria, round about it are yery faire and high houſes, I haue 
novicene a Market-ſtcede , excepting that of San Marcoin 
Venice, ſo beautifull, The faireſt Pallace of this Cittie, not ex- 
cepting the great Dukes, is that of the Picco/ hnomini , begun 
by Pius Secundys,and ended by Pins Tertms,both ofthis fami- 
ly; which needs not much enuic the moſt ately of thoſe in 


Florence,The walles of this Cittic;as alſo the houſes and ſtreets 
are all of Bricke, 


They 


j 


, State of Tuſcanic. ay 


They have here {they ſay) the arme of $, Job» Baprif,which The lars 
they very religiouſly and withmuch reverence hold as a relick; *f S.lohn 


It was ſent by the Turke to neat Silnins Piccol bowint, be. B*PoRt, 
ing Pope, by the name of Pins Seenrans , inlicw whereot, this 
Pope ſent him the halfe Moone for a Creſt, 


There is a Fortreſſe at the North-weſt of this towne, reputed The F or- 


ſtrong: howbeit the forme being Quadrangular, and therefore trelle, 


the angles not ſo obtu'e as in thoſe of hue or more; itis iudged 

of moderne Enginers as namely of Mages,a late Italian writer 

in the ſubicR offortifications, not to anſwer the reputation it 

hath in generall, The Artillery herein (they ſay, for we may The Ar- 
not enter it) much and good: the garriſon te five and twen= *:1y« 
tieatthis preſent, the end, is to command the towne vpon any 

, occaſion. 


This Citty like that of Piſa,is noted to be much decaied ſince Pcople de- 


their ſubie&tionto the family CAſedics, there not being now a- cayed. 


bouctwoand twenty thouſand perſons, where in times paſt 
were alwayes aboue fiftie, The Gentlemen of this Citty are -| 
trie, 
noted to be generally more ciwill,affable,& courteous to feea- 
gers then they are in other places, They live altogether you Their 
their revenues, without exerciſing any trade of Merchandize courſe of 
or exchange vpon the Bancke, which courſe notwithſtanding, living, 
all the Nobilitic of Flerenceand Piſa , euen to the greatDuke 
himſelfe doe take: as likewiſe they of Venice, Genoa, Rome,and 
generally all places and fates of /ta/y, except Vapler, 


Having in briefe diſcourſed of three chiefe Citries of Twſea- The three 
ry, Florence Siena,and Piſa,which deſeruc ſo to be called,cither Chiefe cite 


for that each of them hath in times paſt had her ſcuerall State, ry 


or for that they be the Seates of three Archbiſhopricks:it now 
remaineth ] DG of the commodities of this countrie, be- 

ginning with the Mountaines and their fruites, which becauſe Commo- 
they be for the moſt part craggie and barren, as they allowe ves je 
thoſe that poſleſſe them but little profit; ſo they yeeld methat ,,. 
write of them bur little matter: no maruaile then though the 

diſ. ourſe belike the hilles themſclues, barraine, 


There is digged out of theſe hilles a kinde of Free-ftone, Free-hone 


E 3 paſl) 'g 
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28 A Suruey of the eveat Dukes 
Diuers co- paſſing hard, of colour according to the nature of the place 
lours. whereout itisraken, white, redde, and blacke, or to ſay more 
P_—_ inclining totheſe colours : of all which ſorts there 

e in Florence and elſewhere, very gallant and ſtately Pallaces 
builded. They haue alſo in many places pits of Marble, white, 
Marble blew,and party-coloured excellent good : namely in the Ter. 
divers co- ritory of Maſſa,but eſpecially in the Mountaines of (Carrara 
lours. and Lnnigiana: hence daily they dig for the building of their 

Churches and Pallaces of Genoa, Florence, Bologna, Kome, and 
France allo, wherout might be digged enoughto ſerue a world 
of building, if the tranſporting it into other places were not ſo 
chargeable, or rather the impoſſibility to bring itfrom the pits 
where itis digged, to the Port where they ſhould load it, by 
reaſon of the craggineſſe oftheRocks, Of theſe Matble Pits, 
Inuenal ſeemes to make mention, where he ſaith; 
Procubnit velnti qui ſaxalignſiicaportat 
ef xir, | 
And Ubertiin his fixt Canto faith thus : 
E vedimmo Carrara, one la gente, 
T rona il candide Marmo in tanta copia, 
Che n' aſſai baurebbe tutta { oriente, 
The. This is the reaſon the buildings of /taly fo farre exceed ours, 
ding of 1- efpecially rheir Chuches: as tor any other thing in that land 
raly fairer thiezruth is they can no way compare with vs, normake good 
then ours, the great opinion the world hath thereof, 
and why *- - Theother fruites of theſe Mountaines which are ind&d 
vſe full and neceflary for the ſuſtenance of the inhabitants, are 
Acornes, Acornes, Oliues, and Cheſnuts : of Acornes eſpecially in the 
{tate of Srenaare very great ore, wherewith, oucr and befides 
thoſe they cat themſelues, they feede their Swine, not having 
of Beanes or Peaſe to ſpare for this purpoſe ; The great Duke 
maketh yeerely of certaine woods he hath in this State aboue 
athouſand Duckets, 
Olives: wy haue alſo Oliues, but not in ſach plentifull manner as 
to be able to ſend any Oyle into other panes : for they want 
heereof to ſeruethere owne turnes ; beeing a commodity fo 


neceſlary 


Y 


neceſſarie, as without it, it were not poſſible they ſhould liue, 
feedingas they doevpon nothingelic but cold fruitsand rawe 
hetbes; inſomuch as the Yillano and poorer ſort feedethnor vp- 


'SHatref Tulane, — op 


on fleſh once a moneth and then moſt ſparingly; as for Butter Their ſcar+ 


and Cheelte,were it not for Lowbardie they ſhould ſcarce know 
what it meant, 


The third benchit of the hils is the Cheſnut,the Countrimans chegurs, 


bread, as water is his drinke. who (except hee be ſicke) which 
wethen refuſe, drinketh no Wine, and except yery ſeldome ea- 
teth nothing but thoſe Nuts; the (terilitic of the Countrie be. 
ing ſuch,as not to aftord bread of corne for one fourth part of 
the yeare, Such i1sthe wretched penurie of this Nation, k wor 
ding in nothing but in quainttermes, which diſcouer their hu- 
mour, but ſatistie not their hunger; whereot ſhall be more fitly 
diſcourſed hereafter, It may hcere ſuffice to inferre that the 
greatet part of this State being hils, and the moſt ofthole bar. 
raine, and much of theſe other nothing but one : no maruaile 
then,though they build like the Agrigentines, andliue hike the 
Seythians, though they dwell like Princes , "and feed Mke Pea 
ſants , though their houſes bee great and their tables ſmall, 
though the woinen haue in one day more riches on their backe 
then they ſpend in three ages on the ſuſtenance of their bodie, 
And yet thatglorie and, wealth there is,is inthe Citic,and in the 
1a of few, to whom all the fruits of the Countrie are cons» 
ucied: as for the Artificer he can doe no more but liue, where- 
of ſcarce one ina Citie eucrgroweth rich,and the poore ( onta« 
radines lite is ſuch, as if naturally he were not proud in this ex- 
treame miſerie, it would moue any ſtranger to pittic his eſtate, 
I haue ſtood in my lodging on a market-day, whenthe Coun» 
tric hath comein, and when commonly they attire themſclues 
in their beſt robes: yet haue I obſerued ſeven or eight bare leg» 
gd, for one otherwiſe, and in this proportion laue hey paſſed 
or two or three houres, thereſt of their __—_ holding ſuta» 


ble conformitie therewithall; yet cannot this people talke, but 


with his hat on his head, aud with his handes by his ſides, with 
ation alſo and wordes,cither beſecming none at all, or atleaſt 
one in better clothes, 


E 2 ; But 


Gric and 
neceſſtie, 


Their vie; 


Corne, 
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But to leaue the high minds and low fortunes ofthe Tuſcany, 
the great hilles and ſmall commodities of their Countrie,vpon 
Which wee may well turnc the Prouerbe, P arturimne Montes, 
exit Aru; 1 will diſcend into their valleyes, which indeed (not 
to defraude them of their right) are like Gardens, whether you 
reſpect the ſmall quantitie of each mans ſeuerall, ortheir dili- 
gence in their keeping, orto ſay truth, the varietic of the fruits 
thereof, | 

For the firſt I can auow, that going vp with another Engliſh 
Gentleman to thet6p of a ſteep hil, ſome two miles high right 
ouer Prato, togiue our eye the view of that pleaſant valley. we 
could not diſcerne any one peece of ground aboue one Acre 
and a halfe in our opinions , ( exceptthe great Dukes paſtures, 
about his Pallace of Poggro) all which ground being bare and 
the hedges greene with the Vines, gaue a very pleaſant and de. 
lightfull proſpe&, reſembling verie fitly a Checker table, Now 
it the good Starres raiſe one of them to the fortune to bee pol. 
ſeſſed of one of theſe garden-plots, and a Coppannecia (a filly 
ſhelrertouered with Reedes) thereupon yee ſhal never ger him 
from the diſcourſe of his Villa, his Podere, and his Emrata, his 
Farmes, his Lands,and his Rents; that one would thinke him 
Lord of ſome goodly Pallace, and as much Land at the leaſt as 
a Nag might well pace about in a day; when if wee come to ſee 
it, it prooues not God knowes aboue the Giornata (a dayes 
tourney) of a Snaile, and ſhe poore worme it taken domare fai- 
 ſantin danger to be ſeazed vypon to the Lords vic of the ſoile; 

for Snailes, Frogs, Hedghogp and ſuch like arc accounted a 
mong the Delicatezze the delicatcs of /ta/y, 

Asfor their diligence in digging, ſetting, ſowing,manuring 
and weeding of their ground, it is ſuch as therewith the Dutch 
diligencc in their Root-grounds may not compare, And laſt! 
for the varictie of thoſe commodities which theſe Valleyes 
yeelde , it ſhall ſufhce to comprehend them vnder theſe 
three heades; Fruit, Herbage, and Graine, with particular 
mention of ſuch as I remember , howheit in /ralia» names, 
becauſe many of them growe not, nor are yer Chriſtenedin 
England, x 
Fruit, 


Theſe are the fruits of the earth whereof they feede, for of - 


State of T 


- 


: 
* 


| Fruit, Herbage, Graine, 
Une, Finocchio, Formento, 
Ficht, Lattnga, Orzo, 
Avanci, * [anidia, Sega/a, 
Albicoechi, Cicerbita, Miglis, 
Peſche, | Borragine, 8s arma, 
Mele, | Fiorancio, P anico, 
Lemoni, | Antto, Fane, 
Ceart, | Bietola, Ceci, 
HManderle, Canolo, Faginols, 
Noci, Spinacci, Piſelli, 
eAlbatre, Baſilico, Riſo, 
Cotegne, Radici, Farre, 
P oponi, Porri, Gioglio, 
( earivli Carotte, | Mochi, 
Cocomeri, ! Rape, 1 Vena, 
Zucchi, | Fior di Velluto, Spelta, 
Mele granate, Nepitella, 
Ceriegr, Aenta. | 
Pere, | Cardi, 
Neſpole, | Gobbi, | 
Suſme, | Seleri, 
Cypoli, Paſlinacchi, | FR 
Agel, | 
Atori, 


I 


: J 


others 1 ſpcake not: and to giuetheſe their due, _ ofthem 
be very delicate and pleaſant; as their /na Moſcatelle,and Ri- 
mald:ſca, their Figs, Apricocks, Musk-mellons,and ſuch like: 
howbeit con{dering either the little time they laſt, orthe ſmall 
quantity they hauc Fereofthe benefit is not ſo great as is ima=- 
gined; for none of rheſe laſt named laſteth aboue two me- 
neths,except it bethe Grape, whereof ſome feware hanged! vp 
in the Pal/coroofe, to ſerve the richer ſortin Lent- As forthe 


poorer, their chiefelt foode is Herbage all the yeere through; 


Indeed 


The Vine. 


9 


v11ke- 
WOormes. 
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Indeed for the moneths of Auguſt and September, while 
_— be ripe, he keepeth a continual feaſt, making them his 
onely food, 

The Vine which without compariſon is the (greateſt com« 
modity.of Txſcam,ifnot of [rahy,hath theſe vies.Of the Grape 
they feede, ofthe tuyce they o_ Wine ; ofthe ſhredings they 
_ {mall bundles, like our Fagots of gaule in Cambriage,and 
ſellthem for two quarrini a peece for firing: of their leaucs they 
feed their Oxen,or elſe dung their land ; and laſtly of the ſtones 
they feed their Pigions, which after the Vintage they riddle 
out of the Grape being dried,and theſe they ſcll at 20. ſoldithe 
$tais, | 

There are diuers ſorts of Grapes, the names of ſuch as I re. 
member ate theſe;//ua Canaiola, good cither to cat,or for wine; 
Paſſerma a (mall Grape,whereof Sparrowes feed, good onely 
for Wine; Trebbianathe beſt ſort of white Grapes for Wine, 
whereof they make their Vin Trebbians Zebibbo ; rheſe are 
dryed for Lent : CMeoſcatella with a taſte like Muske, not far 
Wine,butto eate ; Va groſſa not to cate, but for Wine; Ran. 
eruſia of it ſelfe neither to eate, nor for Wine, but a few oftheſe 
put among a great veſſell 6f Wine, giueth it a colour, for which 
vic it onely ſerueth; San Columbana and Rimaldeſca a very de» 
licate Grape, either for Wine, or to cate ; L«glio/a, which hath 
his name ofthe moneth of July, wherein it is ripe, better to cat 


| then for Wine; and laſtly, Ceriſians, named for the taſte it hath 


like a Cheery, better for Wine then to cate, 

They haue alſo as many names for their Figs,the belt are the 
Zragiotti, Which being needlefſe to recount, as alſo to ſtand 
thus particularly vponall the reſt, I will omit to ſpeake : onely 
ina word I will ſpeake ofthe Mulberry, for that the mention 
thereof draweth conſequently therewithal the diſcourſe of the 
Silke worme, which being another of the greatelt commodi- 


ties of Tuſcany 1 rmay not forget, 


Intherwomoneths of May and Tunethis wore laboureth, 
the reſt of the yeerethey be onely ſeedes kept in ſome warme 
& clole places, where = may neither be endangered by cold 
nor 


nor thunder, for cither'of theſe deſtroyeth them, When ſhee 
hath wrought her (elfe into a bottome, they put it into warme 
waterto findethe end thereof, but if they would preſerue the 
worme for ſecd, then they finde the ad without putting the 
bottome into water (for this killeth the worme) which being 
found, aad wound vpon a Cane, they ſuffer the worme to hie 
ypon a wollen cloath, till growing toa Flie it engender with 
another, whereof come infinite ſeeds, which are as is ſaid, kept 
cloſe all the yearetill rhe beginning of May , when they are 

laid in the Sunne and ſo arched, but for want of heate, andto 
haue ofthem berimes, the women will hatchthem in their bo. 


ſomes, $0 ſoone as they bee Wormes they haue of Mulberie Mulbery, 


leaues giuen them, whereof they oncly ſetd, to which purpoſe 
are daily great ſtore of trees planted: the leafeis ſolde ar foure 
q'(attrizithe pound, Of this ſort of rrees the great Duke hath 
planted ſuch plentie alongthe bankes ofeArne, and aboutthe 
Dutches of Townes and other publikeplaces, as it is Dory 
wudged they will within theſe few yeares bec annually wort 
thirtte thouſand Duckers, And whereasheretofore the Silke» 
workers of F/orence, beſides their owne, were viſually wontto 
buy from Naples, Lombardie andGreees,fo much filke as yeare» 
] y amounted to three hundred thouſand Duckets, it is now 
thought that ſhortly they ſhall haue enough of their owne; for 
yee ſhall obſcrue, that they of Sreva are richer in Lands then 
they of Florence, and theretore trade lefſe inall Mechanicall 
profeſſions : / ſaneſiricchi d' entrada, i fiarentini riccks per mane 
/iria + which is chereaſon that the Flerentmes exceed the other 
ſo farre herein : inſomuch as it is thought herc are yeerly made 
of Florenge Raſhes to the worth of two Millions of Duckets, & 
of Silkes and Cloathes of gold andfiluer , ro the value of three 
Millions; hence grew this Axiome of eAriſtotle, The more bare 
ramne the ſoyle, the more rich the Citie : as he obſerued by Athens 
in Greece, and wee finde by Norremburge in Germante, Good 
reaſon they of Florence haucto encreaſe this commoditie.,| by 
al! poſſible meanes, without the which -1:ſee net how they 


ſhould be able (not exhauſting in few yeares their ciiate to be 
720 rcleiued 
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Silkes, 
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releiued with theneceſſarie commodities of other Countries:as 
Corne from S:cil:a, Leather from Barbaria, Tinnc, Lead, Hea. 
ring Chauiar,and other ſuch prouiſion from England and from 
divers other places other things as needfull: their State not ha. 
uving any Marchandizeto ſpare: except alittle Alume to coun- 
teruaile this great charge withall” So that their helpe is an in- 
duſtrious paine taking inthe making of theſe ſilkes, their- 


Clothes of Clothes of gold and (iluer, their Raſhes, and painting of Lea- 
dand, therfor Hangings ( a trade much vſcd among them ) howbeir 
_ &c. the matrer it (elte comming from Spaine and other Countries, 


whereupon they worke,and only the workmanſhip their own, 
the aduantage can be but ſmall, 

Another helpe is their egregious & incredible P ar/imonie itn 
feeding, 1s allo their frugalirie trom extraordinary ſpending, for 
ſhould they either fare,or exceed in other c__ we doe in 
this Colurry,it were impoſſible but their ate ſhould be ruined, 


Hearbes& Concerning Herbage,] ſhal not need to ipeake,but that it is 


Rootes. 


Flcth, 


the moſt generall food of the Twſcan, at whole table a Sallet is 
as ordinarie, as Salt at ours; for being eaten of all ſorts ofper- 
ſons,and at all times of the yeare : of the rich becauſe they loue 
to ſpare; ofthepoore, becauſe they cannot chooſe; ofmany 
Religious, becauſe of their yow, of molt others becauſe of their 
want: it remaineth to belecue that which themſclues confeſſe ; 
namely,that for euery horſe-load of fleſh eaten, there is ten cart 
loades of hearbes and rootes, which alſo their open Markets 
and pruuate tables doe witnefſe , and whereof if one talke with 
them _— he ſhall have ſencible feeling. 

But for the betterproofe of the little fleſh here ſpent, it ſhall 
not be amiſſeto remember what the Chancellor of Prate told 
me concerning this matter,who ſeemed by his diſcourſe a man 
of good ynderſtanding, & who ought by his officets have the 
knowledge hereof very familiar; ypon ſome conference with 
him had about the great Dukes impoſitions and Gebell which 
he hadin that ſtate , hee told meamong diuers other matters, 
which ſhall be remembred hereafter, thathe had out of Prato & 
the precins cherof,athouſand Duckets communibas _— 


> 6+ ) aft. oa 4-48. > a” / 'n4 
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the fleſh there eaten, at the rate of five denarithe peund,for ſo 
much he hath, Now if we reduce Duckets to denars (Which ate 
the fourth part of 8 ©atrins) and devide that number by five, 
we ſhall finde the number of pounds of fleſh eaten there, after 
the rate oftwelue ounces tothe pounds ( for ſo is their weight 
of all things whatſoever) which ſumme by the rule of three we |, 
may reduce to pounds Engliſh of ſixteene ounces, and then * 
deuiding by fourrteene, know how many Stone is there eaten 
ina yeare, Accordrng to which computation wee ſhall finde 
1 8000, Stone:the people there being, as is alreadie ſaid 16000, 
perſons; ſo:that there is little more x wn a Stone a peece forthe 
yeare: a proportion-Which in Newgate-market, and $, Nicho- 
{as-ſhambles will hardly be beleued 
Pythagoras found by the dimenſion of rhe foot the perfedt 

Ritratto of Hercules, & Phidias of Athens, found by the paw of 
the Lion, the true proportion of the whole-bodic : ſo by this 
ſmall ſtore of fleſhſpentin Pr aro, may well be conceiued what 
proportion is ſpent in the whole ſtate of T»ſcanie, It may here 
not 9p rar ns be remembred (peaking of fleſh) of a kind 
of meate which the [ralian hath out of Barbaria, how beitinno 
gren 6 nw 9 h they call Miciſ/a,it is a powder made of 

eefe 
Afriek/being ſuch notto take _— Alarbaes cfthat Coun- 
trie)dwelling in tents, which they alwayes remooue when their 
cattle haue caten vp the paſture, to ſome other place,doe bake 
their fleſh in Ouens ſo drie, till it may bee beaten to powder, 
which done,they barrell it yp, & carry with them for a kind of 
onm_ food, And I haue heard alſo that the Tart ars bring 
of this into the warres, wherofthey feed, and wherwithputting 
about ewo handfuls of it into water, they giue their horſes, 
which without any other provinder keepeth themfat &luſtic, g... 

As concerning their graine in 7 »ſca»y,it is very much in kind 
&wery lictlein quantity :wherofmoſt years they haue too ſen- 
cble teclipg,& are ſupplicd our of cther places, as Sie/lia, Sar- 
degna Bilomtimes England & the Ealt-countrics: they hauc of 
Wheat more then either Rie or _ yet neither ſufficient : 

% 


as 


\ 


\ 


ied and ſold in their ſhops;for the nature ofthe fleſh of Mi&0- 


Sole, 
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as for their $ agma, Panico,Muglio, Smrgo T wree, and ſuch like 
they are fine nanies, but make but courſe meale and bread only 
forrthepoorer ſort, (who might they not want thereof) would 
thinke their markermuch amended, 

Their harueſt is in ſane, they mowe their Wheat and Rie, & 
reape their Barley, quite contrary to the common courſe in 
England : they cut their corne while it is ſomewhat greene, I 
taker, leſt it ſhould ſhill ; they ſuferit afterwardsto Rand in 
ſhocks till it be well withered and dried, then making aflore 
on the ground where it grew they preſently threſhit; & ſtacke 
vp the Straw for theirneceſſarie vics, the ſame ground which 
hath carried chis crop itit bee in heart is againe preſently tilled, 
and fowed with Argho, Panico, Sagma,or ſome pulſe or other, 
which againe they reape in Seprember, They mealure their 
corne by the Stars, as we ours by the flrike or Buſhel, it con» 
taineth in weight fifty fiue pounds, at ewelue ounces the pound, 
And as we mcaſitre our land by the Acre, ſo they theirs by the 
Statoro, Whichtaketh his nameof the Szaio 2 becauſe one of 
theſe parcels of Land,ifitbe on the. hilles, will aske a Sraio of 
corneto ſeed it, otherwiſe inthe valleyes euery meaſure will 
ordinarly ſeed foure Straiora, I ſuppolc that ſixe of theſe make 
one of our Acres, The Country-mau will ttirre of them(as we 
call it) eighteene with his two yoake of Oxen; the one yoake 
ſeeding while the other labourethin oneday. Hee hath tor his 
labour fourc Craze a peece, which is three-pence (tarling ſo 
thache and his beaſts carne ſome toure ſhllings ſix-pence er. 
ling the. diy; how this agreeth with our rate in England, I can» 
not lay, I went not out 1 gaoda husband, The ſtatero dothore 
dinarily ycelde ſeuen and cight far crop,, which is lietle ſhort 
of the proportion of foure quarters an Acre, 0/77 3346s 

The nature of the ſoile is generally light and ſandy, laid i 
ImaJtridges like the fields of Norfo/ke which as Itake ittyargu- 
eth the lightnefle, But by re: ſon of the Cities & great Townes, 
neare andthe number of people, it is much forced abd-mades 


more truitfull. For there are thoſe who all their life time doe no) 


:bing bur-withtheir Aﬀe go vp and downe tbe ities gathering 
Yp. 


vp the dung in the ſtreers, and cartyibg it to the land of thoſe: 


with whom they haue bargained, paying out of cuery Aﬀes 
burthen one q#aitrinoto the Duke Ik they paſle'the: gates, 
but this is a diſcourſe for another place, | 

It remaineth to ſpeake of the Salt, another commodity which 
they haue here in T »ſcaxy in ſome reſonable manner. Itis very 
white and good, much betrer then that of the Churches Salt, 
which hath aJmoſt the colour of Saw-duRt, orthat of Lygnria, 
which is little better, Thetwo pleces frotn whence they have 
this commodity, is the City of Groſſerta inthe Marenema,and 
the pitsnor farre from the Citie of Volrerra:howbeit they make 
of it at theſe pits in greater meaſure; where it is reported, are 
daily made m__ the yeerc twenty foure Aſog gre, eucry 
of theſe meaſures being foure and twerity Sr444, that is of our 
meaſure ſome (ixteene (tirke apeecs : ſo-that there are daily 
made 48. quarters, They know when it is ſufficiently. boiled 
by the throwing in otan Egge, forifit fiack, then is it not yet 
perfe&, but if it [wimmeth(a ga//a) then they boile it no long= 


er, There are not farrehence(may I digreſle {o farre) waters of 


ſuch a ſcalding and ſulphurious natureas if a Dog, orſuchlike- 
creature betiedto a rope andrhrowne therein for the ſpace of 
a4quarter of an-houre, yet pullout ow but the bare bones, 
And true it is, that the aire here abouts ſometimes ofthe yeere 
is ſo coMagious,as the inhabitants. abandontbeir homes, The 
place being ſodangezous, Iwill dwellnolonget yponthe -diſe 


courſe thereof, butreturne tothe Salt-pits, out of which" the. 
great Duke makethno ſmall benefit conſidering he buyeth it, 


atone. quaitrinithe pound, and felicth it agaive at twelue, and 


in Comeparts.of hisState at fiftecue, which beeing bought at. 


this rateccommerhtorwo duckets the Sho; Hawbeir its faid; 
of ſome, that jt coſteth' him fiue qvatirmi the pound, which T | 
rather belecue, and ſo his gaine is bur ewo third parts/ Sure dT 


athattherc isa Bands Won a great, penalty, that..none prex! 
ers one !y, And fecjzng heere 3s mes: 


ſame to buy but of his © | 
tionmade of the great Dukes impoluions ypon Sakd will 


annex bis gaineraiſed by Wheate|though 1 muſt gonicdle their + 


F 3 place: 


4. 


A Surury of the great Dukes 


' place more proper when I ſhall ſpeake of his Reuenew, 


Whaat Ine 
polled, 


Aﬀer the Raccolta (harueſt) when wheate is atthe cheapeſt, 
a note is taken of cuery mans particular croppe, how much hee 
hath, what will ſeed his groundzand ſerne his houſe;the reſt the 
officers wilt buy at the price of the Market; hee isnot (as 
eakeit) dire&tly forced to ſell it: but a Bands is ſent foorth, that 
no mart ſhall buy,and ſo by conſequent, becauſe he muſt needs 
haue money, with an vnwilling willingneſle he is contentthey 
ſhall have it, This is bought vnder preteuce to have the Citries 


 wellftored, whether itis carryed into the great DukesGrana- 


ries, in which places for any accident either of dearth or of 
warre, (though for the one the countrey is well ſecured) heere. 
js very good ftore to be found. /t was reported inthe ew 0-90 
(tore.houſes)at Piſa when I was there, there was no leflethen 


one hundred and fiftie thouſand Sri, And it was likewiſe hol- 
den for certaine,that ſome yeares ofplentie, he buieth cight or 
nine hundreth thouſand, at the rate commonly of foure or fiue 
Liner; the Staio, (a Liner is nine-pence ſterling) and fellerh ir 
againe as this yeere hedid for aboue ten, Now by buying ſuch 


an infinite Maſſe, and ſelling it at ſuch a rate, the gaine is eafily 
computed to be almoſt as inany Duckets as were Sr4ia bought 
His Subie&ts will tel vs of a Millions gaine ſore yeere, but that 


were infinice, Now leſt when thenew Corne comes into his 


Granaries,he ſhould not yent the old, as being fuſtie,or having 
ſome other fault, a Bawdo is ſent out, that the Bakers ſhall bake 
no other, There is another inconuenience ſtranger then this,a 
caſe wherein a man may not ſerue himſelfe ofhis owne, which 
had it not beene told me by a Gentleman Saneſe of good cre« 
dit, I ſhould hardly have beleeued, much lefſe haue aduentured 
ro aduertiſe thereof, If a Gentleman of Sire have a Villein 
the Territoric of Mont” eAlema,neare by ; and therein good 
ſtore of Wheate to ſerue his turne for the maintenance of his 
houſe in Sieve, and whether, itmay be with littlecoſt brought, 
as not being farre off and where pornepes hee cannot well ſpare 
moneyto buy of others : notwithſtandinghe cannor be ſuffe. 
red to bring of his own to his houſe; but muſt there take of the 

great 
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great Duke ro make his prouifion, How hurtfull theſe Mono- 
polies and ingroffings-are, the lawes made againſ} them in 
well goucrned ſtates doe witnefſe, and the people where they 
be practiſed doe feele, 

Oftheir Paſtures and feeding for Catcell, I ſhall not need to 
| ſpeake, forthey be not herewith acquainted as not being able P*®urcs 
to ſpare one Staiora from tillage, exceptin the Maremma and 
lowes of Piſa, which being little and ſoone ſpoken of, and nor 
hauing whereof to be ſpoken, but that ir is little,l will leaue:as 
alſo all otherthings to be obſerucd in the Country it ſelfe, and 
proceed to the gouernement, 

The Gouernment (to ſpeake in one word, and not to yiea 
harderterme) is meerely D-ſpotjcall,The Prince himlelfe is of _"_ | 
ſtature meane, of colour by complexion browne, by ceres 
grifled, of body cerpulent, of age ſomewhat aboue fiftie, his Theprince 
name F:rdinande, who (till his brothers death) was Cardinall, His name 
which dignity he hath ſince renounced, having attained this 
Scepter, whereof hee had not beene capable , if hee had 
before entered the order of Prieſt-hood, Hee is of the familie |,. . 
Medicia noble houſe of Florence, the firſt raiſed whereof was i family 
Lippe, not three hundred yceres ſince (whoſe Father, though a 
Colliar) yet he by his vertues and his poſteritie alſo ſucceeding 
from time to time, aduanced the reputation of this name to the 
greatneſſe wherein nowit is, whereofhath beene many Cardi- 
nals, Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and other perſonages of great 
place; beſides two Popes, two and tiwenry ( onfaloniers, and 

oure Dukes: of theſe, three haue had the title of (Great) as 
elſewhere is ſhewed, 

The diſcent of this Prince might bederived from Lipps, but ,.. ._ 
for breuicies ſake I will emit foure or fiue,and begin at Giowa# (,.,c. 
»ithe Father of the firſt Coſme, becauſe from him come the 
two houſes that hauc had the S:gmiory of this ſtate, as in this 


Table following appeareth, 


The. 


i + 


A Sm 
The line Maſculine of Giovanni, 


the familie Medici. | Eafmo «+ Con- Lorenzo 
| '_ © teſ$ina Bar- Gincura 
di. - caualcanti, 
a _——— oy '- 
Piere 2 Lu- Giouanni Carlo | 
cretia | ur- Gincua A- Pierfranceſco 
na buoni, Icflandri. Laudomia Ac- 
w_ | ct11611, 
Lorenzo. Guiglians Colimino, ——— _ 
Clarice Lorenzo Se- Giouanwy 
orlina, muanus Ap» Catcrina 
_ — piana, Zforta. 
Piero Al. Giouanni Gunigliano Guiglio —_——— 
fonſaor- Leo10,  DdiNem-. Clem.7, Pierfranciſco Auerardo 
lina, ors ilberta Maria Sode- 
: <1 Sauoia, rini. | 
A 
| | —————— , — 
Lorenzo Mad- Hippolito Lorenzo Guigliano Giouanni 
dalena di Bo- Cardinale Velcous, MariaSal» 
logna. | 


| uwiati, 

po Reon | | 

Alexandro D, Caterina Re+ Aſdrubal This is he that murde- 

di Fior Matg, ginadiFran- Caual;Gie-'red Alexander fiſt D, 

d' Auſtria, cia, ruſalemme. of Florence, m deteſta- 
tion of which fat, the Coſmo Gran 
houſe where it was c6+ guca di Tuſ- 
mitted, ſtands ruined as cana Leonos 
inthe /1a Large there 18 di Tole- 


appentef. do, 


—— O——— 


Franccico Giouanni Don Pie- Don Gar- Ferdinido Don Prero Don Ge- . 
g:14 D.Gi- Cardinale ro morto, zia morto. gran... Leonora di uantitbaft 
Suanna d' Chriſtiana Toledo, allue, 
Auſtria, di Lorena, 


f S\— . 
Dol iZad An- Don Coſmo Don Fran- Doa, Don Colmo, 


lippo pr» tonio D.di  Prencipe di celco, 
ciped Capiſtra. Tuſcang, 

Tulſcana a battars 

morto, aliuc, 


em 
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The diſcent and iſſue of the great Duke a ingin thista* His Ps, 
ble it remaineth that I ſpeak of his parentage, His Highneſſ renage. 


matched 'in the houſe of Lorraine, with Madama (brifftina that 
Dukes daughter, Don ( 4ſre 4'Eff#,Sonne to the baſe brother 
of Alphonſo the ſecond, the duke of Ferrara,that now is marri. 
ed to his filter, Don Virginis Or fins duke di Braccians,that now 
withthe dutcheſle his wife, Siſter to the ( ardina/ Mont'eAlto, 
isin Court,is ſon of another ofhis Siſters. The Duke of Monte» 
na married Madame Leonera of this houſe; he hath allo neere 
alliance with the family Zforz.4: And it was ſaidin the Court 
at my comming from LES that Ranunie Ferneſe Duke of 
Parma, ſhould marry Maria ſiſter to Leonora both daughters 
to Fraxceſco his brother : Howbeit it was afterwards reported 
that he ſhould marry the lifter of Cardinal Mort Alto,neece to 
Sixt; Dnintus, (whom bnce he hath married : and Afaria is 
wiſe to Hewrythe 4. _ of France, 

His Armes are ſix Apples or Balles of goldin a field Azure, 
vnto which ſome ſay is added fince his ,0 ym, the Scepter, 
the Armes of Florence, the Flower de Liſe, But having the au. 
thority of ane ſo approued as is Guivciardine to the contrary, I 
rather ſay with him, that this addition was giuen of ſpeciall fa. 
uour to the family Mediciby the houſe of Frevce, by whom in 
his firſt booke page 16, it is plaine,that when Charles the eight 
entended his voyage for Naples, heſought (as a league much 
importing that ation) the friendſhip of the Florentine State, 
and that as he there ſaith, if they would notioyne with him in 
the ſeruice, yet at leaſt they would grant him paſſage for his ar- 
mie, and vials for his money: whereto he laboured by let- 
ters both the State in generall, & Piers Mediciin particular,in 
which his letters to Medici heputteth himin minde of the mas 
ny faueurs and honours done by Lewis the eleuenth to Loren- 
zo his father, and to his anceſtors : that they had giuen mote 
wa wen ny” per 6anſernation della grandezza d' eſti, Many 
proofes of willingneſle to preſerue the CMedicies greatnefle : 
andtbat'they had honoured in tefftimenio de benenolenz.aÞinſey- 
ve lore gon! nſegneproprie della oof d Francia, in ſhew of _ 
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His Armes 
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loue,their armes with theirs of France, 

Concerning his Stile,itis to be obſcrued , that fincethe 
uernment cameto the hands of this family,it hath altered foure 
times : for firſt, when by Clement the 7, his meanes, who was a 
HMediei, Alexandro had obtained the ſigniory of Florence, he 
was entituled Prior perpetuall:after that matching in the houſe 
of Auſtria, he was created Duke of Florence, Thetitle yet chan- 
gedtwice moreinthe perſon of Co/mo,father to this great duke 
now liuing for having vnited theStates of Florence and Siena, 
he was intituled Dux Florentie & Senarum : and after by Pim 
Duintus he was created Magnus Dux Hetrurie for lome pe» 
ciall ſeruice done tothe Church. 

This tirle ot Duke'is not of any great pnwes wy in Htaly; for 
although 7 itns Lming ſpeaketh of Daces, yet he meaneth Cap- 
taines of ſouldiers, orrather ſuch as had the leading of an Ar= 
mie by the Senates appointment, and not ſuch as have abſolute 
autho/itie ouer citties and countries, The firſt b:inger in of 
this name into /taly was Longinx; King of the Lombards, one 
hundred fixtie fxe ycares-after the declination of the Re- 
mane Empire, By him at the firſt were created foure , which 
bore their title of theſe places ; Benexentum , Twrme, Fruily, and 
Spoleto: At which time alſo were inſtituted the two Marque- 
fatts of Ancona and Trenſh, which ill live in the names, 
though dead in the perſons that ſhould |haue them: and it 
ſhould ſeeme in ſome ſort, this title of Marqueſſe was berter 
then that of Duke, For in their language (ſaith Biewdo) it 
fgnificth Perpetnum HMagifiratum , becauſe they might leave 
their title and Signiorie to their heires, whichthe Dukes could 
not doe, but by the leaues of the Kings of Lombardie, Some 
fay this word of CMarquer is deriued from the French ( Mare 
we) which hgnifterh a Province ; as that a CMargues ſhovid 
ignifie the Preſident of a Prouince,Others thinke it is deriued 
of the Dutch word ( Marchh) amon g whom this title is in 
great honor, & ſignificth a Signor ouer a country to ſome limix 


- or mark for ſo eAltimeri in his Schoha ypon Corneline Tacitus 


interpreteth, As for this title of great Duke, there neuer was 
any before in /taly,nor Ithinke in Enrepe, but he of Hnſconia : 
Of 
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Of Dukes there be diuers in this countrie of /t«/y,as the Duke? 
of Ferrara, Muntoue,Parma Yrbins ; befides foure and tweny 
tic in the Kingdome of N aples, 
Concerning his claime andrig 
the compaſle ofa barerelation(as this is) to diſpute how good 
it is, but ratherto diſcourſe what it is , neither to determin how 


iultly his Predeceſſors got it, but how lineally it is deuolued 
fr6 them ro him, The meanes how this houſe rote to ſuch ſupe- 


riority in a comon- wealth, where was alwaics maintained ſuch . 


equallity,is by the Florexce hiſtoric eaſily diſcerned to be their 
_ popularity &infinuatiue ſtealing into the peopls good opini6s; 
ouer whom they oftentimes in caſes of inſolencies and cpprel> 
fions by the nobler ſort,vndertooke the Patronage, & became 
as iswere the Tribwnes of the peoplein Rowe,or the Anogadors 
del (ommune in Venice, who(asItakeit)are Adnocates & Inter. 
eeſſors tor the citizEs,preferring their ſuits to the courts, Hows 
beit theres a difference, for this is an office inſtituted, that was 
a fauor encroched vp6, this is by law limited, that was by mans 
nature ſo infinite, asit (taid not running on this plauſible race 
till the wiſhed goale was gotten, Vemce hath been wiſe in this 
cate, where it hath beene danger fora great man ro deſerue too 
well,and be loued too much; for which cauſe only (as in their 
Anal: appeareth)ſom of thChaue loſt their lives, fearing what 
this popularity of theirs might cffeR,ifir were pur to the triall x 
& holding belike that principal good in a c6omonwealth, which 
1s a ground in matters of the Church, which ſaith, Melins ef pee 
rire uni qua vniont)]t is better one periſh then vnitie : fations 
being as _— in the one,as ſchiſms in the other,To which 
purpoſe Athens and Rome can affoord many fit examples & in-- 
deed ſo many,as it were needles to recount, either of that Seite 
/aand Marms,Caeſar and Pompeins, Oltanins and Author: ; 
or any other particulars, eyther of the one ſtate or the other, 
And but that the (colours Noble and Popular) were in ſeuenty 
lixe in good time vnited inthe citic of Genoa ; there had nots 
wanted at this day an example in that Citie alfo , eyther ofthe 
tamilic, Dorra,Spmeli, Grmmaldi,or F 1e[chi,as by Oberto Fog liet- 


ta,a very iudiciall titer of theſe times is proucd, y 
ut 
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ht ro the Crown,itis beyond His title, 


26 4 Suruty of the great Dukes 
But to returneto the hi of the family Medici,it is to be 
vnderſtood, that Lorenzo grand-childe to the firſt Coſme, who 
for his well. deſeruing ofthe Common-wealth was ſ1r-named 
Pater P atrie,and vncleto Clement the 7, who for deſerts cleane 
contrary meritedthe title of Ruina Reipub, He, 1 lay, after the 
death of his brother Ga1g/:ano, who was (laine by the ſamilies 
Salviatiand P.1z2i governed the State of Florence, with all wit- 
per rs. oa. and moderation, without reſpect of any parti» 
cular a 
To him had all the States and Princes of /tah recourſe in all 
their matters of controuerſic to be ended, and of counſellto be 
gnided : inſomuch, asin his daies, Florence ſeemed another 
Delpber,and he another Oracle : as he would, were all officers 
choſen, all families p:eferred, and all common aCtions of the 
State carried. Sothat in Genoathe eAdorniand Prigoſi were by 
thepcople exalted, to curbe the vnbridled infolencies of the 
Colore Nobile: a8 in Siena the Petrucei were made greatto re- 
traine the diſordered bumors of ſome aſpiring Citizens : as 
in Perwgia the Baglroniwere aduancedto empeach the proud 
deſiegnes ofthe Reſpawti of whoſe proceedings the City grew 
icalous ; and as in Bologna the Bentinegh were preferred to ex- 
traordinary honours and authority,through the hate they bore 
their nobles : So likewiſe the firſt rayling of this family Medi. 
ce), was their plauſible carriage toward the meaner ,and baſer 
rancke of Citizens, by whom _ were choſen for z head a= 
gainſt the greater and more powertull ſort. And not contented 
with this prehem.inency, their defires reſted not : vt (asin 
the perſon of Alexander ſhall appearc)one of theirhouſe came 
to be Duke of ſo great a State, brother to a King of France and 
ſonne in law to an Emperor, So ordinarie and naturall a thing 
itis in the minde of - man, in matter of ambition 8nd greatneſle, 
to Keepe no mediocritie, that when yce giue him the authoritie 
and commaund ouer few, and in ſmall matters, hee cannot lift 
his yaſt thoughts withinthe limits preſcribed, bur is ſo carried 
beyond himſzlfe with a defire torule, as without conſideration 
either of yertuc by which, or of friends by whom, he was ad- 


uancement of his houſe, but only of the weale publike.. 


uanced- 
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uanced; heis violently driuen with the fireame of that his am» 
birious paſſion, to oypreſle aſwell thoſe by whoſe meanes, ar 
thoſe for whoſe cauſe he was at firſt aduanced, Whichambiti- 
ous humour of raigning (rhough it raigned not in this good 
Lorenzo who with the reputation of a great wiſe man, and no 
leſſe good Cirtizen dyedin the yeare 1.499, with whom ſaith 
ana dyed the glotic and peace of /ta/y;) yerit made 
the way totho'e garboiles and troubles which his childrens 
greatneſle (by his deſert) and aſpiring mindes ( by their owne 
corruption) did afterwards cauſe in Florence, For leaving be- 
hind him three ſoones, Piers, Gronanni,and Gauighane; the firſt 
ſucceded his father, but not with like moderation in that autho. 
titie wherein his fachers vertues left him in:but affeQting a lord- 
ly ſuperioritie and ſole gouerniment, and as my Anthour ſaith; 
Con configliodwrittamente contrario 4 conſigh paterni ne communi. 
Cato c0 cittadiniprincipali,wich a counſel quite contrarie torhar 
of his father, and kept (till ſecret from the chiete Cirtizeng; hee 


ſougheto carrie all matters after the vnbrideled ſway of his 


owne affeions, ſo greatly-to the diſlike of the Citizens, and 
to the prejudice of their libertie, as hee with his brothers were 


worthily baniſhed , whoafter many attempts to bee reimpa-- 


triate, yet ſtill repulſed, were notwithſtandingat the laft by the 
meanes of Ferdinando King of vAragonand Naples reſtored (I 
meaue the two younger brothers, for Pierowas now dead ) ri- 
pigliande quell antica gradez.eade Medici ma ten pin 
imperioſamente,e con arbitruo puiaſſeluts di que 

king yponthEagainethe former greatnes of the Mediti,b care 
rying itmore lordly, and with a more peremptorie ſwing then 
they were wont, GuiceiaFd.4:b.1 1,car,z18, This reſtoring of 
the cMedici,and ſubieQion ofthe Citie, was intheyeare 1512, 
after they had beene eighteene yeares baniſhed, in which loxd« 


ly courſe of carrying thiſelvues, they continued fifreeneyeares, - 
. till 1527, when Cleypentthe Pope beingindanger at Rowe,and 
Redintothe CaſtleS, Angelo, the Florentine: rtking advantage ' 


of the time, attempted the reconering oftheir liberty;Howbe- 
itat the Popes inſtance, the Emperour ( harles the fift made 
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lo che fi ſolewa: tte 


His Court, 


LA Surney of the greet Dukes, 
eAlexander Medice: Prior p PR aferin 35.(as hath 
beene before ſaid, ſpeaking of his Stile) having matched in the 
houſe of Auftria,he creaced him duke,cauſing an emblematical 
ſtatue to be made of Brofſe in the chiefe Piazza of the towne,, 
with this inſcription inthe name ofthe Emperour,Te fil fi qrrs 
Leſerat,ultor exe. My Sonnel will revenge thee,if any Care to 
hurt thee,az a threat to the Citty if they oftered to recouer their 
liberty, This Alexander firkt Nuke of Florence, being murdered 
by his coſen Lorenzoe,and having vo iſſue,the gouerment felto 
Coſmo {on to Gionanm de Medici & Maria Saluiati,heire in the 
next line,& Father to this great dyukethat now liueth,to whom 
by the death of hjs elder brother Fraceſco,this (late is diuolued 
Concerning his Court, it is the generall opinion, that iris 
greater then of a Dukeylefle then of a King ; which compared 
with other Dukes of /taly is true: howbeit ifit bee conſidered 
either what number of perſons are therein , or what proviſion 
there is made; I thinke it may hardly compare-with the houſes 
of the Nobility of erat aery rune Gen g in this niiber none 
bue fuch as live and have their diet in Court, whereofthere be 


- very few. For chis Court dothyeeld two forts of courtiers:drl/a 


becca,& della Caſa, (ofthe meuth and of the houfe) tht is, of 
ſuch as feede there,and of ſuch as retaine only, Ot the firſt lore 


- is the grear Duke himſclfe,the Duke Br.1cciamo their Durchel.” 


ſes,their children, & ſome tew ſervants beſides,tothe number, 
as I have credibly heard, notaboue foute and twenty : of the 
other ſort are other c fhcers of Court, which notwithſtandix 

live at their own private tables, as Monſignior Prreo Archbi- 
ſhop of Piſ#,and more to his Highnes, by whoſe counſell he is 
eſpecially acuiſed, [/ S1gner Piero VU ſimbaldiyil fgnor Canallere 


. Coneme, HH Senor Beliſario Uinta, il Signor ( anallicre Sergnigi, 


il ſignor Piers Conti his Secretaries, & diuers others his officers, 
Totheſe if we adde DonGionanni& Dos Antonio, both CMe- 
dicr, the one his brother, the other his Nephue illigitimat, //ig. 
wor Camulo del Monte, generall of the toor, 1/ ſignor Conte Ghe. 
rard:ſca Colonell of the horſe, 11 Fenor Franceſco Momanti, 
general of his gall:es, beſidesthe Prrarant' Orte,& huers other 
Counts and Nobles of Florence, you ſhall ſee a very honoura® 


ble 
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ble and noble preſence, | | 

The order of this diſcouſe requireth that in this place Ibriefly 


aduertiſe of the order of Santo Stephare, whereof his jy row 
_ bs grand maſter, which was firſt inſtituted by Coſwvo his father, 


and confirmed by Pins Dnintw, But becauſe the ordinances &' 


ſtatutes therof be very many, a{well concerning the inueſtiture 
as degradation, & for that ou is a booke written thereofinti- 
led della Religione ar ſanto Stephans: I will only remember that 
the Gran Maeſtro conferrethdiuers other offices belonging to 
this order, and of chiefe account, ypon perfons of principall 
qualitie in his [tate:as the office of Gran Cates Co. 
reftabile, and Gran Priere, There be three degrees of this order; 
the firſt is of { awalliers gnerriert , the ſecond 

the laſt Sermenti, Of the firſt ſort haue beene made ( as in their 
Pallaceat Piſa appeareth)abour one thouſand andewenty, The 
ſecond are Prieſts and perſons, of the Church,nor ſo honourble 
as the former, The latt are ſuch as haue. baſer offices either a- 
bout the Pallace, or about their lands, and receive athitafl was 
ges for their paines, The Cogniſance or badge ofthis order, is x 
croſſe, in forme likethat ofthe Knights of Malte,but ny 
in colour,for that of Ma/tais white, this is red, They are houn 
to wearc it alwayes ypon their vpper garment, whichthe great 


Duke himſelfe allo obſerueth. They are bound alſo to ſerue'ar 


Sea iu the Grand Maifters warres for fixe yeares (as I taken) if 


His order 
of S, Ste- 
phen, 


are Ecclefiaſtiehi; 


need be, whereas they of Aſalta are bound ro ſerue againſtrhe * 


Turke all the dayes of theirhfe, The Knights of this order may 
marry, and hold temporall poſſeſſions , which they of Malta 
may nor, This order 15 lincally to diſcend from the father to the 
eldeſt ſonne, without any more creation , like the Titles ofho- 


nours in England, vnleſle his father ypon demerit bee formerly 
degraded, What other priviledges they haue, in the booke — 


thereof written appeareth,and what vſc the Grand- waſter hath 
of their ſeruice in all his occaſionsjis as ealily conieQured, 


It followeth to ſpeake ſomwhat of his riches,aratter where. Riches. 


ofone may diſcourſe by vs en , burtcan determine no- 


thing of certaine.: for ifchey which marrie our rich widdowes 
in 


e great Dukes. 
in England be many times deceiued in the reckoning, finding 
' theaccomprfallfarre ſhort of that the world iudged, and they 
tem(clucs boped t how eafic a thing is it ro erre in the valuing 
of ſo great a Prince as the greatduke of Twſcam? Beſides ifone 
ſhould vndertake to writc of every thing he hath ſcene, & giue 
it the [ta/ians yaluation ( who in matters of their owne, euer 
ſpcake alia larga) I aflure my ſelfe he ſhould be very much de- 
cciued,/and gaine the jmpuration of anotable Gull for his cre- 
dulity,& a notorious Bugiarde tor his delivery, againſt which, 
note his farcrauaile acithergiues him warrant nor ſaperſedeas, 
] was in a Florentine gallery,who hath ſometimes beene in our 
Countrey , where behdes one table of Turch, andthree other of 
Serpentiae, Agate , and ſuch like, very curiouſly mou and 
bordered with flowers of their naturall colours (which might 
be painted for ought I knew:) howbeit he proteſled they were 
all thc naturall coloursof the ſtone and of the infinite charge 
it coſt to cutſo many , before they could finde ſuch as ſhould 
giue the truc luſtre of the lower, which ſurely is there done 
moſt lively : and beſides many Statues of Marble, Alabafter & 
Braſle,he {hewed vs a Cupbord of Boxes yet vnfiniſhed(which 
he ſaid)hath alreadie coſt foure and twentiethouſand crownes: 
we ſce alſo diuers Medalles, at the leaſt fiue hundred, which he 
valued ſomeat twentieand thirtie crownes thepeece : forthe 
value of his Cupbord Iknow not, but for his MedallsI am ſure, 
thatin Veniceaman may buy as good andas Antique of a 
CHMontibanch tor two gazets a peece, which is not two pence 
ſterling. Now if one had ſwallowed this Gudgion of one hun- 
gred and twentie thouſand Crownes (for ſomuch he ſaid theſe 
toyes jn this Gallcrie did cot) hemuſt needs either haue ſurfe- 
ted of a fulneſle , or elſe haue diſcouered his infirmity by vent- 
ing it to others, 
But to returnetothe great Dukes riches ; in the Gallerie at 
F lorence wher is his Guarda-roba his W ardrope,and Armorie, 
there is very much and maſſic Plate, with one Cupbord ofpure 
gold, the valueI cannot eſtimate, There is alfo one Table in 
making for the Emperour, which hathalreadie coſt (they ſay) 


rwenty 
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ewenty two thouſand duckets ſer withyery many &very 
Srones, There 1s one Deske worth (as they dare affirme) one 
Milion, There are likewiſe Rapiers with hilts of gold, and in 
their Pomels, cither the Spheeres or Clockes very: curiouſly 
wrought, There be ſwords ſo artificially made, that they may 
be throwne outthe Jength of three, and being ar the full length 
it diſchargeth a Piſtoll : there is the Sword of Charlemame 
greatly prized, There be Targers which with a Pinke turned 
make daggers flye out ef all ſ1des, There are belides' the duers 
weapons of moſt Nations, with many other things tor the rich 
nefle and rareneſſe worth the remembring, as alſo the great 
Dukes chaine of diamonds, and the great Dutcheſſes.chaine of 
Pearle which they wearedaily, two 1ewelsno doubt of cxcee- 
ding value: beſides all other their jewels & treaſures not ſeenc, 
But tbe thing vhich moſt arguethhisRiches, and whereof hee 
and other Princes haue their datly yſes, and whereby they bee 
valued, is ready Money and Coine ; which the world (and no 
doubt vpon goodreaſon) iudgethto be very great: infomuch 
as the Neopolitan calleth him the King of coin:for in their play 
at Primere(their foure ſutes of cardes being Demari,( oppe,Spad, 


Picche, Coyne,Cupper,Swords, Pikes) when (as the manner is)ye. 


aske him for what Carde he pulleth, ifhe pull for a Denaro, hee 
anſivererh ; 1 pull forthe great Duke of T»ſcaxy. And truely 1 
am of opinion (ſubWitting ny ſelfe to better ivdgements) that 
as in France,there be foure great Riuers farre excelling the reſt 
of that Countrey in generall and yet one another in ſome one 
particular: Loyrethe greateſt, Rhonethe ſwifteſt, Sayne the ri- 
chelt, and Soxethe ſweteſi, So in /taly there are foure great 
States, aboue all the other without exception, which norwith- 


fanding in ſome oneparticular compared together, exceedone 


another, The Pope greateſt in authority,the Kingdome of Na- 
ples greateltin land-torces z the-Venerians mightieſt at Sea; and 
this great Duke were in purſe, Of whoſe preſent money 
ſome ler not to ſay that hee hath thirty millions of Duckets, 
others talke of hue and twenty, none vnder rwenty ; but how 
truely, muſt be lett to euery mans pleaſure to iudge, as a thing 


vtterly ynknowne, except Wee may guide our coniectures by 
this 


faire 
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this inference which-may thus be colleed, 

Duke Franciſco in the yeere 1576. reported tothe Venetien 
Embaſſador, that his father Coſmo dying, left him in debt eight 
hundred thouſand Duckers : for the payment whereof he was 
forced to take vp great ſummes of theG enoeſes,at vnreaſonable 
intereſt. Notwithttanding it appeareth by the relation of the 
ſaid Embaſſador, that within tenyeeres after he was cleared of - 
that debr,& had imburſed into his coffers fiue Millions, It may 
then be probably argued, that if in ren yeeres there were fixe 
millions increaſe,in twenty ycers more, there be at Jeaſtewelue 
more added. But if it beobieRed, that Duke Franceſco in the 
terme ofthoſe ten yeeres had many hundred thouſand duckets, 
confiſcatero his coffers by the treaſon of Pueci, who with his 
complices had plotted to enuite the Duke, the Cardinall, and: 
Don Piers to a feaſt, and there to murder them all,and ſo to re- 
couer theirliberty; It may hereto be anſwered that he was like» 
wiſca Prince of very great expenſes, and that for inſtance in 
that very time, he built the Pallace and water-works of Prato« 
line, which coſt him at leaſt three hundred thouſand duckets, 
As for this great Duke now liuing, his yo wang are (mall 
for ſo great a Prince, as by the ſmal number of them which live 
in Court may appeare. And yet euery {, arnewale time heereti- 
reth himſclte trom Florence, where is much to be ſpent to Piſa, 
where ts ſomewhat to be gained : he ſaith (@doth it for the af- 
fection hee beareth that towne ; his people ſay, for the loue 
he hathto ſpare ; our Engliſh Marchants there,ſay,it is for Joue 
of their commodities, which about that time arriuc, and are 
bought vp by his officers, 

Itis likewiſe knowne, hee hath great ſummes of money in 
banke,which muſt needs bring in their yeerely gaine, bel:des 
three-ſcore thouſand duckets cntrat, which he yerely detaineth 
from his brother Don Pere,who lueth inSpaine,& the gaine of 
Wheat before remembred; all which with his yecrely reuenue 
may make one ſtrougly perſwaded, that his ready mony is lit» 
tle lefſe then that whichis iudged of them, which rate itat the 
higheſt.l ſhouldſurely thinke is an incredible maſſe, but thar I 
haue read for certaine, thatinthe yeere 1592, the ready money 


So 
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of Amwrath father to Mahometthe third,the great 
living was at the leaſt fifty millions, And although the Ciſpro- 
portion of their Entrates may ſeeme much to weaken the (aver 
ofthis compariſon : yetI ſee nor,confidering on the other (ide 
as great difference in their expenſes, but that it may carry ſome 

ood ſhew of likelyhood,To conclude this point, it appeareth, 
that the great Duke hathtwo Reuenues, whereby he groweth 
rich; that is, great impolttions, and great ſparing(for ſparing is 
a great reuenne,) There yet remaineth two other meanes to 
 makehim abſolutely rich.che loue of his ſibie&ts, and theirpri- 

uate wealth, for the wealth of the Subic&t is the wealth of the 


| 4} 
Turke now 


king,and where the people is rich, the Prince is not poore, But | 


ſure itis that he hath neither the one, nor they the other, 

Itis to be thought that he which hath money ſuch ſtore wan. 
teth no forces (for money is called the finewes of warre) I will 
therefore to this ſhort dilcourſe of his Riches, adde in a word 
what is thought ofhis forces, His ſtrength at Seaisnot great, 
for hee hath not aboue fix Galleys, 74 hath had fincethe 
oucrthrowe that the Turkes gaue him ar thelittle lands For. 
miche,where hee loſt two of his beſt Galleys and one Galleon, 
In theſe that remaine he hath beſides Munition ordinary, (that 
iscight or ten apcece,) about two hindred Souldiers & eight 
hundred flaues, Hee hath alſo much good Munitien, and a 
competent number of Souldiers in his Fortes of the Porto Fer- 


His forces, 
[/ 


Porto Fer 


r4rio, in the INand of Elba: of which place his Father was itn ,i, 


patronized by the Lord thereof, the S:gnor di Prombine, wir 

the conſent of Charlesthe fitt: both becauſe the Patron therepf 
was not able to defend it againſt the Corſari which daily rob. 
bed and ſpoyledit : as allo, becauſe for the {inall defence ir 
had, it might haue fallen into the hands of the Turkes, and 
ſo by reaſon of the Scite(ſtanding very fitly for ſucha purpoſe) 
it might have preiudiced the whole country of /rah,Notwithe 
{tanding allthe reuenue of the Ile is left free tothe | ord of Pi 
#mbine,&vnder his command are all other the towns & vnfor- 
tified places, In this Port whichis capable of what fleet ſocuer, 


do all ſhip; that trade from the Lewa? weſtward & contrariwiſe 
H 2 touch, 
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touch as inaplace as neceffary;fit,and ſecnre,as are the Terſoe 
rer tO the Spaniards failing to the Weſt- Indies : ſo that if hee 
with this 1ſle had alſo a good number of Gallcis and a purpoſe 
ro oftend,he-might very eafly infeſt a!] the Seas vpon the coaſt 
of Barbary,vp* n Pronence, Liguria, T#ſcani«,and all that ſide:6f 
Itahe,and in a manner make himfelic Lord of thoſe Mid-land 
Seas. He hath alſo (as is reported) one hundred Souldiers, and 
good Artilery ina Fort he holdeth at Afar/eiles called Cofile 
dite;by the ſuferance of which peece the Geroefes ſhip was in 
January laft taken(wherofthe partics greeued coplained lately 
tothe great Duke) where beſides foure hundred Spaniards pur 
totheGallcis,was alſo found foure hundred thouſar 1d crowns, 
ſent thither from Spame. He bath allo in thoſe thoſe thirty Ca. 
{ties & Forts before ſpoken of (wherein are garriſons but very 
{mall, as in ſome fifty, and in others fue and twenty, in others 
pot aboue fifteene, and in ſome fewer, by reaſon of the good 
tcarmes he Randerh i 11 with ns neighbotr Princes, orat leaſt 
by the goed fauour of the time, for that they bee otherwiſe di- 
verted,that would be buſic, rothe number of ſixe hundred in 
all, He hath likewiſe in all his fixtcene Cities, garriſons of ſoul- 
diers more or leſic, asin the Citadell S, ſrmiato, and the new 
Fortrefle at Florence one hundred & twentyin Piſa hitty, in S7* 
enarwenty fue, in Liwornotwo hundred and twenty, &c, In all 
which places, he is ſaidto be very well prouided of Munitiori, | 
Armour, weapons, Powder, ſhor,and ſuch like military prouji- 
fion: the certaine Quantity vi herof [ cannot certainely enforme 
becauſc, but vpon eſpeciall fauour, and by commandement, 
they dare notlet one come into thei! Forts. And to write w hae 
others ſay, were to errc himſelfe and. {ſeduce others. I was by 
good meancs in the Caſtle at L:inorno,w roy I rold of field pee- 
ces three-{core and foure,whereof ( heytol. | mce) that twelue 
were canon, and demi-canon; ; by, which proportion it is to be 
conic Guredehas he 1s very ell furniſhed, 

Thele Soulc;ers of whom 1s already {poken, are all in pay; 
ac hath alſo 2 Roſſrona, his trained Souldicr (as weein England 
callthem) about the aumber wherot there is a great difference 
between that whichis writs by way of relation, & that which 

is 
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is by way of couference reported,Relations(the which nothin 


is more talſe)write that there be thirtie (ixe thouſand : but I tal- 
ked with a Captain,'who hath the mufſtering & charge of three 


hundred within the precinQs ot -Prato,, (then whom no man 
ſhould know better) and he tolde mc but of fitteene thoutand, 
In this diverfitie of report Thaue no other guice to direct mee, 
to wether of theſe I ſhould give credit,then by a rateable pro. 
portion ofthe part with the Whole, to interre whether of rhete 
two commeth nearer to the truth, inthis-manner. It is nov 
certainly holden, that the numberof people in the States of 
Florence and Srenavnited together, arc about eight hundred 
thouſand, and that they which reckon {ixin the one and fue in 
the other, and fo make one million and one hundred thouſand, 
do ſomewhat ouerſhoot the truce number, much morethey that 
recken $00000, jn the {tate of Florence, and G6ococo, in that of 
Siena, notconlhideringrthat the people of Swnaand Pift with 
their precintts aremuch decayed, as hath alreadie beene partly 
ſaid, Now then if (1xteene thouſand people(the number ot the 
within the ar/fretto) the precinCts(of Prate) do allowthe great 
Duke a Raſſcgna of three hundred, which I haue ſcene toure 
rimes ergzned (for they muſter andare exerciied once a mongth 
throughout his ſtate) then eight hundred thouſand willallow 
fifteene thouſand after that rate,But it it be an{wered that vpon 
thefrontiers ofthe church and in the Aſaremma,there is a gred« 
ter Raſſegnathen in other places, and ſo the pgeportionnot to 
hold, 1I reply to an{wer this with ſufficient recompence, there is 
no muſt ring of Souldiers nor any Kaſſegna in the cittic of F/o+ 
rence, which is a good part of the whole, So that ofthis I am 
lure,that in F/arexce, Prato, i/loia.Piſa,& theirteritories, there 
arenotinall aboue two thouſand two hundred: I ſhould there 
fore thinke it range and very diſproportionate , "that there 
ſhould be aboue twenty thouſand in all, It may bee demanded 
why they of Florence are not trained aſwell asthe reſt; therea 
ſon 15,,04ntt alta mentevepeſtatyrannrs Pape, conſenſnr lmpes 
ratoris, Pope { lements viurping , and Charies the fifts conſent, 
(ticks (till in their ſtomackes, For they haue not yet forgot that 
their fathers were free & commanders ouer others; & theretore 
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they are not onely prevented of this meanes which peraduen« 
ture at ſometime or other they might take, bur they be alſo de= 
barred the _— of any Armes in ther houſes, or of wearing 
any weapon by their ſides, excepthe bee a Knight of theorder, 
ot a trained Souldier , or an officer y or one that hath eſpeciall 
licence forthe ſame, whercof there be many Gentlemen in Flo- 
rence, according to the fauour they haue with the Prince, and 
as he is ſecuredotthem,Thelike 15 through the whole ſtate, in- 
{omuch as many will ſue to be tiained Souldiers (a thing which 
with vs they would gladly auoide ) becauſe they might be pti- 
uiledged to weare weapon, but eſpecially (which is alſo a tree- 
dome granted to men of this profeſſion ) becauſe rhey might 
nor be arcſted for debr. 

His forces at Sea.and Land are theſe alreadic remembred, 
beſide one hundred Launces which hee keepeth in Siena, and 
ſome fiftic light horſe in his owne (tables at Florenee, belides 
foure hundred more inother places ot his Stare, 


His entrate | His Emtrate, is by diucrſe men dierſly cltimated , ſore ſay 


one Million anda halfe , others one Million and a hundred 
thouſand, and ſome there be that ſay it is as much as both thoſe 
ſummes.Howſocucr it may be thought that the leaſt of thelc is 
a great matter for ſo ſmall a State , whether wee call it ſmall in 
regarde of the circuite , thenumber of the Poplez or laſtly the 
-+arrennefle of the foile , out of which the Subie&s wealth and 
Princes Taxeschouldbe raiſed, This may well be prooued by 
comparing this ſtate with that of the Duke of Ferrara, which 
18 ot much leflc in continent then this of the great Duke. and 
the ſoile generally much more fruitful,yer is the reuenue of this 
great Dukealmoſt thriceas much as that other, An apparant 
argument of the ouer- charging of his people by Taxations and 
impoſitions more then their neighbours : yet are the ſubieCts 
ok.the ſtate of Venice lefle charged then theſe, & they vnderthe 
Duke of Parma lcaſt of all;onely they of the kingdome of Na- 
pler have as much cauſe to complaine as the Twſcanes , or an 
other ſubiccts in /caly whatſocuer. As for the trueth' of thoſe 
three opinions, which of them hath beſt intereſt therein 1 dare 
not determine z I will onely adde to theſe gencralities fuc'! 
Parti- 
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particulars as are commonly knowne,and of all confeſſed, with 
ſome other.ſpecialties which are of moſt men either 6 fa 
(becauſe vneertaine) omitted, orelſe negligently related, 

The opizion of them that rate his Reuenue at I 100. thou» 
ſand Duckets is diretedby this particular : ' 
He hath ſay they, out of theGabellorToll of m 


Gates of Florence, 1 00, 
Doganaor cuſtoine houle at Florence, 100, | 
Gabel vpon Salt through that State 120, | 
Vpon Corne through that State 120, 
Vpon fleſh through that State 8. 
Vpon 'Dowers and Bargaines, TO, 
Vpon condemnations and Suites inlaw, G5. |, 1 
Piſa and Linorno yceld yearely 70, T tins. 
Piftoiayecldethiycarely 60, 
eArezzoyearely 20, 
Uolterra yearcly yeeldeth + I5. 
( ertona yeeldeth 20, 
CHMonte Pulciano yeeldeth yearcly IO, | 
Feſole a deſolate Citic yecldeth 2. 
Colle a Citiy of five yeares old yeelderh, 3. 
The Citic and State of Siena, 240, ) | 
All which together make the ſumme of 1095000, 


which within fiue thouſand Duckets agreeth withtheſaid ſum,” 


This account will appeare not to {warue much, if wee, exa- 


mine cach particular. Firſt for the Toll of the gates of Florence' 


and cuſtome out of rhe Dogana, it is apparently knowne thzr 


the great Duke lers it out at two hundredthouſand Duckets” 


the yeare at theleaſt, reckoning withal of all other impofitions 
one fourth part of that whole State, which is probably ſuppo- 
ſcdcobe gathered hereout, There is paid alſo throughoutthe 
whole ſtatc,eight in the hundred for marriages,as ifthe womis 
portion be a thouſand Duckes,the Prince hath therout eighty. 


The like proportion is paid for buying and felling of hovfes or 


Land, But thcletting of houſes or Eandpaieth the tenth : for 


Cartrell bought and ſold hee hath alſo a gui/io, that is (1x-pence” 


Sterling in cucry two Duckets, and though the Beaſtes bee 
bought 
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bought and ſold twice in one hourehe hath ill afterthe ſame 
rate, Furthermore, beſides his impofitions vpon the Bankes he 
hath'at every alienation cight inthe hundred; that is, when the 
father or poſſeflor dieth, the ſonne ornext keires payeth afte: 
this rate for his patrimony left him, He hath alſo an entrate-out 
of the Burdello ſtewes, which is thought at the leaſt thictie thou» 
ſand crownes a yeare in Florence onely,there being tome eight 
thouſand Curtizans in the rowne, theſe pay euery monetn.ali- 
ter nine-pence ſterling to the great = becauſc heerezne 
marKketis ſomewhat qQuicke though in Siena they pay but a 
g*g/omonthly,they pay alſo a L:ver,a moneth not to. were the 
yellowliſt,the badge of their. trade, if they ſtand out of the Bure 
delle, if they be priuiledged to goe toany mans lodging, or il 
they weare mans apparel,for each of theſe priuiledges they pay 
G \bellalſo, The Iewes here alſo from fifteene yeares vpwatd,, 
pay two Duckets the yeare, 

Concezning the G «be/ vpon bread, true it is,that he hath vp» 
on cuery Lay that is ground two Craze, three halte-pence of 
ours, ſo that by this rate hee hath of euery quarter of our mea- 
ſure, the ſlumme of eightcene-pence of our money, If then it be 
ſuppoled that eucry one inthe ſtate of F/orence eaterh ewelue 
Staiaayeare, Which is as before a proportion ordinary , the 
lumme will not much differ from the rate of one hnndred and 


Lo. | 
f”rwentic thouſand Duckets, 


Concerning the fleſhit is to bee vnderitood , that the great 
Duke hath for cuery pound that is eaten fiue deu47!, \\ hereot 
20, make a Crazia, {o that he hath ofeucry Stone chat is caten 
of our weight, the value of three-pen:e of our monie. 

He hath vpon cuery pound of Salt ſpent, ten q#4r1111 gaine, 
that is three halfe-pence of our monie : (o that after the rate of. 
{oure andtwentie CMoggia the day,tor three hundred dayes in 
a yeare, allowing the other (1xtic fue tor holy. dayes, he gaines 
two hundred and (ixteene thouſand, ſcuen hundred fixtic one 
Duckets, whereof allowing almoſt one halfe for the State of 
$1ena, decauſe there hee hath noimpotiſion vpon Salt, the ſum 


will accord very neerely with the particular abouclaid, 
As 
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State of Tuſcanie, * 49 
As for the Dogana of Lyworns, being the Gate us it were 
through which all marchandize paſſe into thoſe parts of [ralie ; 
and for Siena, being the roade from Venice and Florence to 
Rome, it is to be credibly ſuppoſed, that both the one and the 
other yeeld no eſſe benefit to the Prince then is aboue rated; 
the like is to be thoy ge of the other Citties, 

But ouer and beſides al this,it is to be confidered,that in the 
whole ſtate of Siena he hath a Gabelby the Pole,.as wee call ft 
in England, that is vpori every head a certaine rate, (Tthinke 
eighteene-pence)beſides an allowance for feeding of their cat» 
cell, whereof in this State 1s reaſonable goodſtore, much 'more 
then in that of Florence, whoſe wants it ſupplieth, eſpecially of 
Swine, by reaſon of their great ſtore of Maſt, for which they 

ay halfe a ducker the Swine, whereas intimes paſt they paide 
bo one griglis: they pay allo for the killing eighteene-pence, 
and other ſuchlike1mpoſitions, Infomuch as talking with two 
Gentlemen of Siena concerning theſe matters, men of good 
quality and experience, they auowed thatthe great Duke had 
ns pood as a Ducker vpontuery maſted Swine, before he come 
torhe owners table, They farther alleaged, that howſoeuer 
they were exempt from EO ofthe Marina as they cal it, 
that is, of paying for their Meale,Salt, and Fleſh, yer notwith- 
ſtanding all things conſidered, their burthen was no whit ligh* 
rerthen their + Sn of the otherState that paid all theſe, 
To which purpole they proteſted, that of their Vi//a which 
they letto halfe to the {, ontadine, (the labourer) there fell not 
in thereckoning (all taxes, tallagesand impoſitions defalked) 
aboue one third to themſeclues, another to the Farmer, andthe 
reſt to the Prince, A ſtrange proportion we may thinke, that 
live in ſuch bleſſed happineſſe, and far beyond all Taxes, Sub+ 
fidies and Priuy-ſcales wharſocucr, But what compare |. the 
heauy Djn«#ty of ſmall Tuſcany, with the flouriſhing Monar- 
chy,and happy gouernment of great- Br-tany, 
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He hathalſo no ſmall matter of the Camere Loeande, lodge» Camere 


pings for ſtrangers, and the Innezin the Statezof ſome forty, 
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52 A Surney of the great Dukes 
he hath alſoin ſome places his Bake-houſes, where the Inne.. , 
keepers areenioyned to take theirbread of him, Though this 
exaction be ſo great vypon the Innes at F/orence,andin the road 
way to Rome, notwithſtanding in Piſa the yoke is not ſo heavy 
there the manner of raiſing the Gabe/ is thus, Art euery three 
yeeresend, all the Inne-keepers inthe City areto appeate at a 
Court inthe Deganakept for that purpoſe. There it is cryed by 
the Officer, that ſuch, and ſuchan 1nne, paide theſe laſt three 
yeeres, ſo many Duckets tothe Prince, who biddeth more? 
There is a candle ſet vp light, and while that laſteth, it is Jaw- 
ful to lone and bid tor the ſame, and he that biddeth moſt ſhall 
hauc it, Whereinthis one thing may ſeeme more ſtrange, then 
that which hath beene already enformed concerning a mans 
Corne, that ia ſome caſes he cannot make his prouifion of his 
owne: for heere if another will gine more for the Inne then T, 
though the houſe be mine owne, he ſhall hane ic, paying mee 
onely my rent, and I ſhall bee forced toſeeke another, Ihaue 
onely this priviledge aboue another, that] offering as wuch as 
he, 1 ſhall be firſt ierued. The-inne-keeper of Piſa,vwhere lie our 
Engliſh Marchantsauowed this to be moſt true ; hepaieth for 
theſe three yeeres forty. Duckers, His Highnes hath alſo vpon 
all ings ſold in ſhops, a Matrienla(as they call it) which is not 
to be paid eurty yeere, but onely once, when the ſhop-keeper 
ſetret};'vp; which infome ſhoppes commeth at leaſt to a hun-+ 
dried duckets, Onetharſellethttockings, truſles,ſhirts, ſockes, 
and {ch traſh, rold mee, that at his firſt beginning hee paid his 
Alatriema tor Wollen cloth,twenty Florens;for Linnen cloath 
25 much, and for Buctons, Silke, and Threed, as much, which 
mgl coimmethto thty gold crownes,to-coucludethis pointy 
there is not that trade,northat manor woman whatſocucr but 
of them this Prince hath hisTribure,moreor lefle,not ſo much 
but the poore feely widow, which the whole yeere Spinneth, 
payeth ſ{euenteene- Solls, rhat! is about cight-pence. Stety 


ling. \ 


lhauenot beard ofany chevare free but the Lazaretts, or 
Hoſpital, and the begget thargocth from dore todoore oaly; 
24 [| or 


 Statenf Tuſea es”, 
for (which hath partly beene ſaid) chere is not that poore Aſſes 
burden of dung that goeth our the gates,nor that Radiſh roote 
that commeth in, that payeth not his G abe!{; except they haue 
the cunning to decejue them that keep the yates, men whoſe 
eyes will peirce what Valigi: or basket ſocuer: and if it chance 
they be detected, they loote the thing hidden without redemp- 
tion, Iſawa poore Coutadma Countriewoman., who com- 
ming to the gate to pay her tolle for a Basket 6f Letticeſhee 
brought in: one of the F6xes,who I thinke could tmel a gooſe, 
for he could nor poſſibly ſee any , ſearched vnderthe hearbes, 
and finding one dead withour teathers,, ſent the poore woman 
away halfe dead tor ſorrow, without her gooſe, And they told 
me, thatif a Gentleman of Siena ſhould come out ut Florence 
gates, witha chaine of Gold new bought about his necke, 
hewbeit worne berweene his doublet and Terkin, thatit mighr 
not be {cene to ſauc the Gabell,thatbeing diſcoucred he ſhould 
not looſe his chaine onely, but his horſe allo, 


Concerning all the taxes and impoſitions, certaine it is, that Impoſiti6g. 
they which rate the greate Dukes Entrate: at elcuen hundred and Taxes 
thoufand Duckets, comprehend onely ſuch asare'ordinaric & 9rvinarie, 
certaine, but of the reft which ſtand on caſualtic,and are vncer- Caluakic, 
taine they cannot determine. And ſure | am of this,that beſides. ' 


many particulars heere remembred, as allo the Rents and Re- 
uenues of his proper lands belonging by many deſcentsto him, 
ofothers not accounted inthis valuation ofhis yearely Emtrate, 
there is yet cne thing bebinde vntouched or —_ of by 0- 
thers, which will appeare no ſmall matrer, and is this, 


In pans Citieand trownecorporate(as I may fay)in Twſcary Comunitae 


there was before their ſubietion to the family Medici a Comme 
nia that is, an Emrate in comon of the Citie, by which altpubs 
lick charges were defrayed, all officers maintained, and manie 
other good and charitable workes performed, This Entrate 
aroſe vpon the Tenths and Tithes of eucry mans crop or fruire: 
(torin Twſcanythe pariſh Prieſthath them not, hee hath onely 
his offering and Church-rights,with athouſe and ſome cerraine 
ground thereto belonging , as yee would fay Glebe-land, ) 
I 2 
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A Suraty of the great Dukes 
It grew alſo ypon the bread and fleſh, thus; euery file of bread 
as they terme it, coſta quattrino the ſigning, euery Bullock coſt 
foure Liners the killing, euery Swine two , euery Weather colt 
two girly, There werealſo in times paſtpeople of charitable 
difpoſition, who dying without children made the {ommunite 
their heire to their goods and lands, which they call the Entrate 
of the Ceppo, thar is,the Stock, and is a member ofthe Commu- 
vita, Now that which did yearely remaine of the Emtrate, all 
charges decuRted', was put to the common Trealuric forts 
helpein time of dearth or warre, or ſuch like publike neceſſiie, 
Ancxample hereof [ will take the Towne of Prato, Here the 
Emtrate of the Communita is twenty ſixe thouſand Duckets the 
yeare, the Emtrare of the Ceppois eight thouſand , in all chintie 
foure; hereout they allow the Podeſta one thouſand, the Cap» 
taine of the trained Souldiers,fix hundred, the Chauncellor fiue 
hundred,they allow fora feaſt every two moneths among the 
eight Pricor: at the chooſing of their Confationiere twenty duc» 
kets, They allow their Iudge,who is a DoCtor of the Ciuil law, 
five hundred, alfo the wages of the Bargells and Shirri (as one 
would ſay the Vnder-ſhiriffe and his Sergeants ) the wages of 
the Trumperters, the ſtipend of foure Schoole-maſters,the ſa- 


Cax:hpol 3 laric of two Phiſitions and two Chirurgions,the keeping often 


Schollers at the Vniuerſitic in P:ſ{a,alſo the maintaining of two 


Hoſpitals, one ofBaſtards,the other of ficke y—__ "mporent 


perfons, whereof there arein allto the number of three hun« 
dred and fiftic : beſides the giuing of portions to poore maides 
that are marricd from hence, or to young boyes Lon are putto 
ſome occupation, as alſothe Almes euery Friday of fourteene 
Staia of Corne, two barrels of wine,and one of Vineger you 
to the poorer ſort, And laſtly that which they giue to the Poweri 
Vergegref, that is, ſuch houſholders as are poore and are aſha+ 
med to begge, whereof there is conſideration had by the foure 
that. are in office forthat purpoſe: Theſe and all other their 
common charges as trimming of Churches, __—_— Brid- 
ges, mending of high wayes; and ſuch like being defrayed, itis 
certaine, that ther yearely remaineth one fourth part. at the 


leaſt; - 
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Stateof Tuſcanie; 
leaſt: which now gotth notto the common treaſure,as in times 


paſt, but to the great dukes coffers: the like is to bee ſaid of all 
other places in this Dukedome. 


But it is to be obſerued, that before this money which reſuls Monte di 
teeth of the (ommmnita be carryed to Florence to the dukes Exe Picta. | 


chequer, it 15 put into the Monte di Piera the Bancke of Pitty : 
aplace where any poore man maypawne his houſhold ſtufle, 
orcloathes, or whatſocuer els is worth money /prouided al» 
wayecs the page be worthmorethen the money )be taketh this 
money hee hath for a day and a yeare after fiue inthe hundred, 
And if at the time hee returne not to redeeinc the thing enga-» 
ged,it is ſold by Trumpet, for what can bee gotten where-our 
theprincipall and intereſt being taken, the poore man ſhall 
haue the reſt, So that the great Duke hauing this ouerplus,for 
now it is their Prouctbe,// Dcat la Communita in euery City 
and great towne, andthe yſe beſides for the money, which will 
amount to a round ſumme through the whole State (for there 
be oftheſe Banckes in every place) it is to be conieRured, that 
his whole Entrate1sa greater matter then it is ordinarily taken 
for, ofthem who eſtceme it at one Million and one hundred 
thouſand Duckets, I ſhould rather condiſcend to them , that 
rate it at one Million and a halfe, 

Concerning his expenſes it is harder to gueſle at, then his 
Entrate hoſebtie Duke Franceſco were ſuppoſed about fiue 
' hundred thouſand Duckets; theſe of chis Duke they lay bee 
much leſſe. And as the Duke his brother had diuers Co_ 
and men of commaund his Stipendaries , who recciued of him 
ſome three thouſand five hidred duc kets the yeare, ſome three 
thouſand, ſome two, & ſome leſle, according to their nobilitie, 
and the qualitie of the place, wherein they had chargeyſo is it to 
be thought, that the Generall of the foote, the Collonell of his 
horſe,the generall ofhis Gallcis,and other inferiour Comman« 
ders, who vpon occaſfienare bound to ſerue himin their pla« 
ces,are with ſufficientpenſion rewarded,cach porcieniay pen* 
fion, how much it is-without more certaine informationthen I 
had,I dare not preſume to ſay; chooling rather to be defeRiue 
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F4 A Survey of the great Dukes 
in a generality, then being too particu/er to erre, 
As for his expence ypon his troope of horſe, the Lance hath 
7.P iaftras (1 fiuc ſhillings 3,pence a peece)a monerh the light 
horſeman hath three now'inthe time of peace,in warres a bet= 
ter proportion, The S-uldier in all his parrifor.s hath fonre Pi= 
aſtras wmoneth,the officers proportionate,cach in his place to 
this rate. As forthe trained Souldier.he 1s (1 peace) no charge 
tothe Duke, for he findeth him(ſelfe ſhot, powder, armour, weae 
pon, andall things neceſlary, and is bound to keepe them in 
good order; the Captaines and officers of thele are paid out of 
the { ammunita, as hath beene aboue ſaid. Thecharge of his 
Galleys allowing (as Don Antonio Doria 1n his diſcourſe how 
torclift the Turke at Sea doth proportion, that is, each monerh 
fiue hundred gold crownes tos ebeerk inthe halfe yeare, 
which time they bee commonly at Sea, tothe ſun of erghreene 
thouſand gold crownes. The charge ot his Court, asby the 
number ot perſons thereja/aboue evtormed, may be collected, 
cannot be great, I have heard one of his ſeruanrs ſay, that the 
Steward is allowed for Spezterre , Spicery, fifteene thouſand 
duckets,& that all other charges may treble ſo much more, As 
for all officers of Court, but theſe tew before remembred, they 
feede at their owne tables ; His Pages (which are Gentlemens 
ſonnes of the Cirty, or other places) in number as I rake it ſix» 
teene,are at his charges kept at Schoole & at dyer inthe Citty: 
His Staffier: or FOotemen arcallowed (ix Pr/oſ/r 4s the ways 
hey are about thirty, His guarde of Swiſſes haue foure Piaſtr as 
the moneth; both theſe and they ſeede at their own charge, or 
ſo1ourne at ſomeplace, for they have no allowance our ofthe 
Cukes kitchin,not ſo much but the Cookes as | haue heard, ha. 
uing done their office, 2o to their onn houſes to meat, A builder 
this duke is not but at Cyworre, whicre indeed is very great coft 
beſtowed, and very many daily working: howbcit conſidering 
the labour ofhis Galley-{laves, which all the winter are there 
imploted,and of many poore men in the countrey,which vpon 
light faults are thither confined, whoſe labour he hathpaying 
nothing, it may a7peare the charge is not halfe ſo much as it 


would 
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wou!d coſt another, There are alſoto be conſidered theſe ex. 
penſes which they call ſpeſe ſegrerte, ſecret charges, & no doubt 
are very grear, for chat this Prince makerh his way to many ef- 
teets of much importance by money ; as namely in the Court 
of Rome, where although T Pope thatnow is, was choſen 
without the $g00d will, orrather quite againſtthe defire of this 
Prince,& although the family Aldobrand int was alwaies an eme 

eachcrof the Mediries greatnes,& though likewiſe the father 
of this Prince executed te father of this Popezaad albeitlaſtly 
this Pope dclireth nothng more, then that by his meanes his 
natiue countrey might recouer her former liberty;yet notwith= 
ſtanding fo ſtrong is this Princes faction in that Colledge, and 
ſo many his frends, by mcanes of his money, as he reſteth ſecus 
red from any ſuch danger, Thelike intelligence it is ſaid hee 
hath in the Sparyh court by preſents and penſions to the /» fare 
| 14, and others of the Counſel, ſo as by his money he is ableto 
divert what purpoſes ſocuer. He hath alſo at his maintenance 
ſecret eſpials in Florence tor his better ſecutity, as not yet for* 
getting the Treaſon of Paeciin his brothers daies, 

Concerning his Coines, there is the gold crowne of eight Lz. 
vers; the Ducket of filuer ſcauen Livers (which is there called 
a Piaſtra,and ſo much muſt you value the ducket.in all this diſe 
courſe ; rhe halfc Ducker, the Teltone, two Liners; the Liner 
one Gewlio and a halte ; the Giulio which is (xe-pence ſterling; 
the halſe Gm/10; all theſe are of filuer, The (raziaot Braſle, 
with a ſurface of (iluer, the value three-farthings ſterling; And 
laſtly the quattrino, which is the fift part of a Crazia: there was 
alſo in times paſt the d-waros,the fourth part of a qvatrrino,wher 
of one hundred & three-ſcore were ſixepenceſterling, butnow 
there are tew of them to be ſeene,none ro be paide, They ofthe 
countrey wil complaine,that now they have none but Moners 
groſſa, great money: It was a good world ſay they, when wee 
might have chaged 2 quattro into 4.Jdewars & withtheſe have 
bought hetbes,vineger,oile, 8& Salt,the 4: fubſtanciall parts of a 
faller,& this is the better part of an /tahan dinner;wheras now 
ieawil coſt the ſo many querrrinizagreatalteration,a grofle ſum, 
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56 A Swrney of the great Dukes 
His abv. As touching the manage of matters of ſtate, the adminiſtra- 
lute rule, tion of Iuſtice, and the diſpoſing of offices, true iristhat the 
great Duke,though all matters do abſolutely and plenarily de- 
pend vpon his willand pleaſure, yet notwithſtanding hee will 
for the moſt part haue the indgment and counſaile of the Arch. 
biſhop of Py/a, a man who for his dexteritie of wit, and expe- 
tience in matters of State, hath purchaſed himſelfe great credit 
ant reputation with his Prince;next vnto him he hath other his 
Courtiers, to whom ſometimes hee will communicate ſome 
cauſes , but neither all, nor-alwayes : which cauſeth the 
Prince to be more abſolute, procureth his Counſels a more ſe. 
cret proceeding, giueth his aftions a more ſpeedy diſpatch,and = 
peraduenture alſo a more happy iſſue: ſo that it cannot pro. - 
perly be ſaid of his Court, that there is a Counſell of ſtate, bur 
that euery thing immediatly hath his motiue,proceſle, and en» 
ding of the Princes will. nh pleaſure. 
Adminj- Concerning the adminiſtration of Tuſtice,and eleQion of of= 
ſtrauon of ficers, it differeth not much from the auncient cuſtome of rhat 
luſtice. Cittie when jt was free, the divers Magiſtrates and the manger 
of new chooſing them is them is this, | 
The Ma. Thereis inthe City of Florence the Gran Conſiglo, the Semi» 
giſtrares, Dary, as it were out of which all other Magiſtrates are choſen, 
| Of theſe ſome are elected by the great Duke himſelfe, as the 
:Dnarrantt' Otto of the chiefe Citizens, and ſuch in whom his 
Highnes moſt afheth, Of which number there muſt alwaies be 
one at the leaſtin any other of importance, But the Liuerenant 
of the City, and the Sej Con/ir/ierimuſt be all out of thele for. 
tie __ theſe alſo choſen by the Duke,as likewiſe the Ds- 
arcs di Collegion, Orher Officers are choſen by Baller, as the 
Commiſſazi, the Proveditori,the CapitaniY1cavi Podeſta,and dis 
uers others. For all they that haue office and place of command 
throughout this ſtate of Florence, are Gentlemen of chat Citie 
as they ofrhe other are all Gentlemen of Siena. 

..... 4 © There is alſoinFl/orence,the G[ Otto di gnardiart batiaanoft- 
C3] otro di g gan 
Guardia, fice of great authority, for theſe onely giue ſentence of life and 

death, & iudge in criminall cauſes,rhele have there FR 
oure 


State of Tuſcanie.” 5y 
foure moneths. In this officethe Prince hach alwayes a Secre- 


taric a Beneplacits his name now in place , is Bnounſegni , Who Ruonin- 
euer goeth to his Highneſſe to cnforme him of the matters in ſcgn1 a Se- 
the Court;beforethey be by the Otto determined, and this of- <retarie. 


fice* hath intelligence of all matters in all criminall Courts in 
the ſtate, by whom the Courts haue direRions from the Prince 
before they proceed, tothe iudgement or execution of the ma. 
lefactor, 


Aa inſtance of this we had this Januarie laſt paſt , which I The dukes 7 
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the rather remember tomake knowne , what care his Highnes kind re- - 


hath to giue our Countrie good ſatisfaftion,ot whom all Eng- 
liſh Gentlemen receiue very gracious tauors,as to beadmicted 
to the preſence at any V-giua, Reuels, or other time ofexttaor- 
dinary ſight, alſoto #8 the priuiledge to weare Armes , and 
other ſuch like. An Erg//h Gentleman was by a baſe groome 
of the houſe where he aged, throwne into the Arzo , for the 
monie he was ſuppoſed to haue in his lodging; the offender 


ypon ſuſpition being apprehended, and receiving the S1rappa- = 


ae divers times,and 1n the bigheſt degree, notwithſtanding pet- 
ſiſted obitinately in the deniall, The Law is there that except 
he confeſſe the fact he cannot be executed , how-pregnant ſo. 
euer the preſumption be againſt him; inſomuch ir was thovght 
hee ſhould haue beene ditcharged : whereupon the Court ſent 
to his Highneſſe for diretion; hee returned them order tovic 
all manner of torments which poſſibly, orin any caſesthat 
Court could inflict. and if yet he would not confeſſetotorture 
him ullhe died, According to this commiſſion they gaue him 
the Sueglia a kinde of torture , where hauing receiueda drinke 
to p:ocure ſleepe , the Tortures ever when hee noddeth whip 
him with ſmall plummets, he (itteth bare »pon an Yron like the 
backe of a kaif: ..and hot Brickes vader his feete to burne him 

ifhe wouldeaſe himſclfe that way. . It'is reported hee endured 
this alſo, tilthey,came togiue him L* Arcorhe Bowez ar which 

hee confeſſed, This done hee is carried before the Court, there 

freely to ſay, whether be confeſſed for feare of torment, or that 

it is the yeaiceruth he ſaid; if he auowit, they proceedta iudg- 

K ment, 


ſpedotthe 


is 
} 

16 
þ 4 


5s —@  cASwuyeſthegeaDele. =» 


ment, if otherwiſe, he, is returned tothe torture; for this is the 

onely way to proceed as is before ſaid, how apparent ſoeuer 

the matter be,vnleſſe it be proved by two witnefles As for wit» 

neſle, it is there hard to bee had, being holden a diſhonourable 

thing to bee a witneſſc, or an enformer, a Spie as they terme it, 

Inſonuuch as if an offence bee commited in the ſtreets in the 

view of divers Gentlemen, though they were not ofthe ation, . 

no norof the company, notwithſtanding they ſhall haue the 

Srrappadoto confeile the matter, which rather- then doe, they 

will ſuffer, So that to haue the Strappado,in Florence isno diſpd- 

ragement , except the cauſe make it ſo. But toreturneto this 

matter, which 1 haue of purpoſe remembred,to make it appeare 

how cheſe Courts euenin ſmall matters receiue diretions from 

the Prince, After this fe'low had anouched to the Court that he 

did the fat, they ſent againeto his Highneſſe to know how 

they ſhould mm He returned, that the malefaRor ſhould 

looſe his right hand at the doore , where was the Gientlemans 

lodging, and from thence to be drawneto theplace of Execu- 

tion, there to be hanged and quartercd, which way according- 
ly.performed. 

Other of- Todiſcourſethus at large of each other officer and Court in 

ficacs, this Citic of Florence, would.bee ouer tedious : I will therefore 

onely name the rett, or at leaft with one word-or two paſſe the 

ouer. There is the office of the Proconſols, The fix Capitan delle 

parti, The ſix /fizial: de Monti; the V ffizio delle Preflanze, Li 

noo, an office of greatauthoritie , withour whoſe eſpeciall li- | 

cence, no man may arreſt or commence ſureagainfta Courtier 

ora Souldier, or a ftranger, There ate the Orto Ciſernatori delle 

leggi. There be the fix-Gwuidrci della Revta , which iudge in all 

cauſes ciuill,theſe onely may not be Florentines, Alfo Lifſei della 

Mercantia, before whom come all matters of paying or recei- 

uing of debts, theſe onely have authoritie eo commit-2o priſon 

for debt. There be alſo the Alneftri gella zeeea, Mint-maſters, 

La Banca de Pagatori, theſe pay al Courtiers,ſouldiers, & other 

Proxiſionati & ſeruants of his highnes, Furthermore,the #ficis 

A Oneſta, Theſe haucauthoritie ouer allaRions & pleas of con- 


trouerlle 
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trouerfic ariſing inthe Baydel/o ; heere the whore ſhall hauere” 
medie againſt her cuſtomer that deniethpaiment of the price 
agreed vpon, andifhe alleage her ynworthineſſe, ſhe ſhall bee 
ſearched, and according as the Court findeth , ſentence ſhall 
be given : with much other ſuch uffe,which berter beſeemerh 
that Court,then this diſcourſe to treate of, The office de P »pilli; 
the office d: Cambio; the offices della farina,del ſale, della graſ- 
614, dell abondanza delle decime,8& many ſuch other, beſides the 
offices of the ſeuen companies, the Dogameriin the Cuſtome 
houſe the G «bellieri at the gates; the Buon' hnowini delle flinco, 
to prouide for Priſoners; the Buow' hnowini di ſan CMartino , to 
provide for the poore, and infinite ſuch other inferiour offices 


Concerning all theſe offices aboueſaid me thinkes that ſome Officers of 


of them may fitly be called officers of the Crown, becauſe they 
be appointed by the Prince in all chiefe Townes of his ſtate, to 
o—_ and toJooke into the counſels and ations of others, as 

aving places in them, but no voices, Theſe hold their office for 
ayeare, and thenare either vtterly diſcharged, orelſe remoued 
to ſome other, Such officers of the Crowne we may cal the go- 
uernour of Sigma, the Commiſlary of Piſa and Pr/(via, the Po- 
deſta of other places, 

As for all other officers, they may well be called of the body 
politike, becauſe they retaine the ſame number, order,and pro- 
ceedings ( with ſome little difference alreadie rouched) which 
they did when it wes a free State, Thus doth the great Duke 
ſeruchimſelfeof perſons to adminiſter Juſtice, and ro commid 
ynder him with names ſuch as in former times they had, "that 
by this ſmall ſhadow of Ancient liberty, in ſome ſort he might 
ſatisfie the ambitious humor ofthe citizens, which deſire to bee 
in authority, and alfo pleaſure them with profit & gaine,which 
by theſe honours and publike offices they doe make. 

Concerning their law,it is emperiall, intermingled norwith- 
Randing with ſome exceptions and proviſoes Municipall, As 
touching their puniſhmears which be either crumenall orcri- 
minall,otthe purſe or of the perſon, they haue partly bin remE- 
bred already: there bee alſo others as of condemnationto the 
pallics, of configing, of bauditing and ſuch like : bur _ 
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60 A Surney of the great Dukes 
whar elſe herein might be ſaid , 1 will end this diſcourſe with « 
wordor twe of the laſt branch ofthis relation , namely of the 
ople themſelues, 
Thepeo- Theconfideration of the ciuill faſhion and honeurable car. 
pl: riage ofthe Nobler and berter ſort of 7 acanes,& of the ſauage 
and Gotiſhbehauiour and infolence of the Petant, makes mee 
of opinion with Lip/ime, that thoſe are of the race of Ancient 
Remames,retaining (ti} a reliſh ot their ye: tue from Whom they 
are deriued ; and that theſe are deſcended from the barbarous 
Gothes & { ymbrians(who ſomerimes ſarmed in /raty having 
| (tillche raintof their inhumaninie, True it is,that this _—_—_— 
holdeth gencrally more in the Pcſat then the Nobilitie, for that 
we lind Fele mo1ectodecline ſrom vertue,then thoſe to ſwarue 
from the vicey of their Progenitors, And to proue that this is 
erue, I will without any further cenfuring referre you to the re« 
port of an /talian, who being their Countruman ſhould know 
Mis nature them better, or at leaft(l am ſure, be more partial, Zoterw in his 
yniverſall Relations,ſpeaking of the Flyremtme- laith; they bee, 
Parcht.ritirati,poce amicida foraſt1eri, tenaridel denavo, prouids 
| dell avenire,cupi, cogitaboud:, d anmoſempre rivelto all miereſſe, 
mtential pnadagno:andin an otherplace hee giueth them Sotti- 
fliczza d mgegne parſimonia, accortez.za, dillgentza, attitude 
all artiunprocedere per apunto, un ſtar ſul vantagio, vu non traf. 
” Eurare coſa alenna : that is; they be niggards,they liuve to them» 
ſelues, they loue no ſtrangers, they areclole-fifted, they haue an 
| eyeto the backe doore, they are bard tobe ſounded, _— 
| euer biting the lip, their mind ever on their pennie, their ſtudy 
| fill how to gaine, Alſo,they are men of a ſhrewd wit, of a ſpare 
* dyet,of a warie and diſcreet carriage, very induſtrious, very apt 
| to learne, they proceede foran inch, they ſtand vpon the ad- 
uantage, they will not looſe the ___ gs of their noſe, This 
| | -wricerhath gotten (and worthily ) for many his ouerſights 1n 
| that Booke, the imputation ofa notable liar, and for his egre- 
| ious partiallities on the Spanſhhdez, the note of a notorious 
atterer, But ſure had the reſt of his Booke beene able in the, 


| Ballance oftruth to hauc holden counterpealable to this os 
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ciall report ofthe Floretines, he had well deſerued the Paſport. 


of Seene and allowed. Cur Prinlegio Wy 
And yet by hisleaueT cannot beleeve without ſome good 


reaſon,thatthe F /orentire generally hath ſuch a prnons wit, & His wirte, 


ſuch a ſubtill conceit, I would ſooner ſubſ. ribe he had a ſubtill 
et: for as hath before beene ſaid, I am of that French. mans 
minde,that couldnot finde where that great wit of theirs lay; 
whatſocuer either by Marcraxel his report inhis hiſtorie,or.in 
his perfor-may to the contrary be illead ed, I hauc heard of 
ſome EngliſhGentlemen, whoſe bod: tied beene there lon- 
ger,and therefore their experience greater, & meanes alſo very 
o0d to entertaite conuerſation, that the Florentine will be ves 
ry affable and ready to obſerue vs with all poſhble comple- 
ment (o long as we will conſort him to the Bardells, & giue his 
looſe and lafciuious diſcourſethe hearing, which is euer of his 
Miltreſſe , if not of a worſe theme : But if at any time we offer 
the occa(ion of any better talke, and wquld diſccurſe with hing 
about ſome matter of pollicy, or hiſtory or Art,or ſuch like,he 
- {traight ſhakes vs off with a ſhug of the ſhoulder aaweſt frili. 
cet, we haue loſt our companion: in thisonely wiſe that he wil 
not talke becauſe he cannot, For who willthinke that this peo 
ple which doe all things, a//a moſffra, and fpeakes alwaies alle. 
grande (witneſſe their great houſes and ſmall fucniture of the 
one, their great words and {mall matter of the other) would 


be ſqueamithof their knowledge,itthey had it, that have ſuch 


quinteſſence of termes to grace it ? Indeede] Yale, thinke, that-. 


when the Flarentine was Lord and Patrone of P; 4, Piftoia} ole 
terra, Arez.z4,and thoſe other Cities, that then he had wit, But: 
now I ſee not why we ſhould not ſay ofhim, as wevſero doe 

of young vathrifts, that were left rich, and haue fooliſhly ſpenc 

orloſt ths, were well, if they had had wit to keepeit)] dare fay- 
that if Macciavel were againe living, and ſhbuld ſee themgthat 
were wont torule a ſtate, now not to.bring a few Lettice from 
their //{a,bur at the gate totole for themghe would vnſay thee 
Which hee had formerly ſaid, and ſweare they had no witte, I 


would not haue ſaid thus PIER their writers wil _ 
; 2 


62 A Surzey of the great Dukes 
al ofrchem put the (ne) ypen them, and they forfooth will 
needes take it. As rhough witte were confined to Florence, and 
bandited from all other Cities, Letit be concluded of Florence 
as of all other places ( without this fingularity) that there be 
fome wiſe men, but more fooles, and ſo I will leauethem, 

As for their aptneſſe to learne, whereof this author ſpeaketh 
if he meane mechanicall Arts, itis not: ſeene in their: ſhoppes 
whereye ſhall almoſt hane nothing handſomly done, except 
workes in<loath of gold and filuer, And as for their liberal 
Sciences, it is not ſcene in their Schooles, where in one Vniuer. 
ſitie yee ſhall ſcarſe finde two that are good Grecians, with« 
out the which tongue, they hold in qur Schooles in England a 
man never deſeruechthe reputation of lJemned. Indeed it can« 
not bee denied, that in two facultigs this rowne hath had fa- 
mous men in Painting and Poetry : and 1 verily thinke that 
heercin /tahy generally excelleth, And no m:ruell, when all 
theirtime is ſpent in Amours,and al their Churches deckt with 
cvioms, 

His cours  Theirnature (he ſaith) is cloſe and retired, but ſure it is that 

tele, After ſome ſmall acquaintance (eſpecially if hee hope to gaine 
any thing by yeu ) his manner is to offer you all poſſible cour- 
relies; his houſe, his ſeruanes, himfelfe and what nor, hee will 
proffer you his Jewell, or any thing which likechyou,and cuer 
1mportune you to dine with him, with all ceremony and com. 
plement ; (tor heere they grow)marry he holds it for the grea. 
telt diſcourteſte m the world,and a mala crearze ille,maners to 
accept any his offers, it is notthe faſhion of T1ſcam: for were 
this cuſtome oftaking once yp , the complement of offering 
would ſoonedowne, 

Micindu. What elfe, Boters: faith Tholdmoſtcruc, either of the Flo. 

-Nirie, Temtinerinduſtry & greedy gayning, or of his parſimony'&thin 
feeding, Eſpecially 2rhis owne table, or athis Inne, where he 

His dyer, paieth accordingrto his feeding; butlet him:come to 'another 
mans table, or to a certaine Ordinary ,andhe willhold the laſt 
vie with the talleſt Trencher-man of all CHedia, Of whom 

one may rightly ſay, as the Poet ſpeakes of the harlot in the 


Come. 
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Comedy': attheir own borde, Nibil videtur mandins, nee ma- 
Lis compoſitum quicquane nee magis elegans,but at anothers coſt g 
ye ſhall note, ilorum inglaxiem, ſordes, inediam. Though con. 
cerning theplaceit is quite contrary,for the harlots dopit:ſſare | 
abroad, and devorare athome, | 
Astouching their apparell, it is bothciuill, becauſe blacke, Apparell, 
and comely becauſe firted to the body, | 
For their names, they be choſe. of the 01d Rewaines onely Names, 

altered with an lealian pronounciation and determination, ' | 

Concerningtheirl ge,itis the beſt of ſtay. As for thoſe language. | 
yngratefull Twſcxnes, that in no caſe will acknowledge to bee 
beholden to the Latives,but will either haue itamother tong, # 
ofir ſelie, or at the leaſt the daughter ofthe (aldeo» tongue, | | 
for that it hath the eAfiv4, as me,te;ſe,ve,ve; and ſuch like very I || 
agreeable withzhat other language, I dare not giue them cre- | | 
dit: forifit were plumed ofthe Romans feathers, I thinke it yo 
would be but a naked language. True it is,that from the French - 1 
and Datch tongues it borroweth much,, and ſomewhat. from i (12 
: the Greekes, As abbaſſare, allogiare, ananzare commineiare dow. :1 i 
"a, a, pence ; and infinite other from the French, «Arneſe, * 1 
becco,brano brindiſi,elms, fiaſce freſee,giallo;and many moe from 
the Dutch, They haue allo from the Greekgs, as Batezas, cate- 
ara, eatarro, golfe, gamba, mettegio, vimbombo,rio oc, Sothat : 
ifthe Gotbe and Vandall had allo theirs; I thinke this Tuſcane | 
tongue would be left nothing but her quaint diminitines, wher- | 
in confiſteth her onely grace; as of Powers the plaine ſong, ſhe | 
runnes a deſcant of Pouerove, Ponermo, Poweretto, 'and Power. - | 
accio, and fo almoſtdfany word whatſocuer. This Language 
alſo challengeth ro haue a fingular grage in hes yocall termi. 
nations, as in ſuch words 2s theſe , Rivfreſeatoio, Tempera-  - 
toie, Cuoio, eAſcingatoie, and ſuch ike; which 5x bag Tiſet= - *» 
»y ſay, are of amore ſweer definence-than apy. of the, Latine, 
and ſa Ithinke;; howbeir they muſt needes acknowledge the 
borrowing ofthis clegancie from. one of the Greeks dialeCts, | 
fos what can-bee. more like-to: wryeawus - 24643 and Srleis * 
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Differen As forthe difference of ſpeech among the Twſcaner,]thinke 
ſpeach. it be as great, as waseuerthe difference of mindes among the 
Italians, and hath as manyfaQtions: fer 2s we had in times paſt 

the factions Saſſadel/iand Vamiin Imola: the Cercbinnd De- 

natiin Florence: the Bianchiand Nenwiin P:ſtorenhe Fregeſt and 

Adorati in Genoanhe Lambartazziand Gerener in Bolegna:the 
Colonmand Orfin: in Rome : the Imperial; and the Frenchin al; 

So haue yee arthis day bne language of the #lerentine, another 

of the Sawenre, the third of the Luerbeſe and the fourth of the 

Piſan, burthe worſt of the Peſtoleſe, Yen and in F/orence it (c)fe 

the language hath now « faction Gn/phe and Ghubelline, Hows 

beit of theſe diverfiries iris generally held, that the Florentme 

hath the beſt words, but his pronounciation is ſomewhar too 
pon and that che Saneſe haththe beſt vw ciation, but 

is words reliſh too much ofthe Latme : for ſo laith their pro« 
ucrbe;Fanella Florenting in bocea Saneſe : So that, hee that ſhall 

haue the rermes of the one, and the accent of che other, Omne 

_ tulevit punttum, (hall hit the marke, 
It remaineth 1 ſpeake of their cuſtomes difiering from ours; 


__ The husband(for the moſt part) when he gocth abroad, Jock- 
Hisica- th vp his wife (not becauſe he is icalous, (he protetts)but be- 
loaſic ouer cauſe it is the cuſtome, )The Tutor js abuſed by the Scholler 
his wife. with al odious miſdemenour;yer dare he not correct him leaſt 
þ:. his father ſhould braue him : I know not two worle eſtates in 
His indu]- [taly : then that of a faire wife, and this ofa teacher; the one is 
gence O- , X 
».rhs — Cuer apriſoner, the otheralwaies a ſlave, the one no better 
childe, then aBirdein a Cage, the other no better then Gets in the 
Soewe, 
| Concerning quarrels they are carrie) thus: the party wron- 
His valour -ed (if ork ioms wot ce.) mill challengetheorher to 
Rohr ifthey be both provided it ispreſencly vndertaken, other. 
wiſeit is deferred till the'nexrday, or forme tuch ſhort dare; rhe 
place appointed is commonhyin the Citie , andin the cHid&ſt 
Kreere : here they encounter with # good Scul} ynder their 
hattes, « Jarge Maile to cheirknee vnder theirapparel!, beſides 
their Gaunglet; ſo that itthey had a Saperſedeas for their ME, 
an 
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and weuld doe as the boyes doe in =. 19m (barre way by 
is 


ſhinnes) or as the Schollers of Pados, who haue plates for 
pPapenen doubt but Damera and C/inias might thus make 
atal fray, 1 ſary rwo gallants in P-ſ«fight thus completely pro. 
uided, where after a very furious encounter, and a moſt merc:.. 
lefle ſhredding and laſhing of their apparre!!, witha moſt def. 
perate reſolution to cut one another out of his clothes ; They 
were (to the ſauing ofmany aflitch)parted, and by mediation 
with muchadoe made friends. 


But ifit be a wrong whercothepurpoſeth a renenge, he will H renge 


Waite an oportunitie ſeancn yeares, bur he will take you at the 
aduancage,or elſe doe it by ſome others, whom he ill hire for 
the purpoſe, Inthis ſort were two flaine in Piſa, while I was 
there, the one a rich Marchant, the other a Knight ofthe Or. 
der,the one comming from his whore, the other going therhe: 
Two alſo in Siena in | Lorna dayes, And at my comming hither 
to Venice, (forthis is generall through all /ralre) there were an 
Shroue-ſunday at night ſeauentcene ſlaine, and very mary 
woubded : belides that they there reported , there was almot 


euery night one ſlaine, all that Carmeuale time, Theoccafion of 


moſt theſe quarrels and miſchiefes ariſe from the 'Znrdells, 
This is alſo to bee obſerucd, that the parry wounded, whereof 
rom in few dayes he dycth, will never diſcouer by whom 
e was hurt,exceptto his Confeſſor,though he krow him very 
well: neither will the brother or ſonne of him-flaine , take any 
acknowledgement of the dooer, though by circumſtanceand 
preſumptions they be very ſure thereof, but rather awaite the 
good houreto crie quittance, 


Concerning the wooing & winning of his Miſtreſſe fauour, H'* wor” 
I meane as our Ewgl:ſbphraſeis, inthe way of marriage) hee 5 


muſt (as the Poet ſaith, Extrema [mer amore) loue faire and 
farre off: he may ſollicit* his cauſe withpaſſionate Letters, or 
amorous glances, before her windowe, or at the Church, (the 
onely place where ſuch matters are managed) bur other either 
time,or place,or meanes,he hath not which arc ordinary; Inſo- 
muchas many tines the match is made before he know eyther 
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how the humour ofher braine, or yapour of her ſtomacke will 


be pleaſing to his ſences of heari 
be one chicfe cauſe why ſo many 
ſtraying to forbidden fruite. 

| Iſhould takethe courſe in this Relation, which many huſ- 
bands doe intheir wiſhes, rhatis, preſently after marrying to 
talke of buryin 8 ; Which alſo dfererh much from ours in 
England: but if I ſhould ſpeake thereof being a Church ation, 
I ſhould alſo ſpeake of other Church matters , whereof pur- 
poſcly omitt to ſpeake ; as alſo of all other their manners and 
cuſtomes common with other people of /taly, 

I will therefore knit vp this little Treatiſe of this great Du« 
chie, with this a period , namely: That this people liues 
much diſcontented, as appeareth by their daily and great,(but 
Private) complainings: hauing freſh in their mindes their 
former libertie,and heauie on their backes their preſent yoake, 
That this State is like a body which hath lately taken Phiſicke, 
whoſe humours are not yet well ſetled, or as aftomack weak... 
ned ſo much bypurging, as there is now nothing left but me. 

lancholy. Concluding ofthis people,as of a perſon that... 

liues alwayes vnder the hands of a Phiſttion, 
Os ſub Medicu vinit, wiſer 
vant | 


and ſmelling , whichmay 
bands diſhke,andof their 
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